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STEAM RALLY RAISES A FANTASTIC

CHRISTMAS
FUNDRAISING

£60,000 FOR CHARITIES

GHSR Chair Helen Walker (centre) with (L to R) Richard Walker (Lowestoft and
Waveney Samaritans), John Bennett (Southwold [Sole Bay] Lions), Nick Collinson

(National Trust, Dunwich Heath), Malcolm Woolnough (Wangford and District
Community Council), Revd. Alan Perry (Sotherton, Uggeshall and Wangford Churches),
and Sally Turner (Beccles and District Guides).

At the 'thank-you' party for the 45th Grand Henham Steam Rally, there were
gasps of amazement and delight as cheques for £15,000 were presented to each
of the main charities - Southwold (Sole Bay) Lions, Wangford and District
Community Council, and the churches of Sotherton, Uggeshall and Wangford,
as well as for £5,000 to each of the Rally's chosen beneficiaries.

Blessed with good weather, the 2019 Rally attracted large crowds which ensured
it was such a great financial success. Volunteers from the villages and
surrounding areas, a number of them new to the Rally, also had an enjoyable, if
tiring, time. Chair Helen Walker praised everyone for
their teamwork.

The 46th Rally is on 19th and 20th September, 2020
from 10am to 6pm at Henham Park.

STEAM
RALLY
SRS

Put the dates in your diary now!

Carol Concert

The retiring collection at the Community
Council Carol Concert raised £40 towards
Wangford Church Raise the Roof 2.

Carolling round Wangford

Our carols round Wangford on December
18th raised the record sum of £170.27 for
the Children's Society, thanks to our
collectors, who fairly flew from door to door,
and to our great band of players and singers.
Thank you to all of you who gave so
generously, and to the church for providing
very welcome warmth and refreshment after-
wards.

Uggeshall Christmas Eve

The offertory at the packed traditional
Christmas Eve service raised £450 for East
Anglian Children’s Hospices.

Santa Paws Appeal

In addition to a fantastic collection of food,
beds, bedding, towels, toys, specially-knitted
blankets, and other lovely things which were
distributed to very grateful pet rescue
centres, Wangford Vets also raised
£1,933.00, which will be shared between six

wildlife or pet rescue charities nominated by
their clients.
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Wangford Men'’s
Breakfast Group

The next meeting will be
on Saturday 22nd February
at the Angel Inn
when Andrew Brogan
will speak on
'Suffolk's Secret Jungle - the
stunning, breathtaking
Henstead Exotic Garden.'

8.45 for 9.00 am

Full English - £12
Coffee and talk only - £5

Please let Bernard know on
578766 by midday on
Thursday 20th if you wish
to attend.

Wangford Church
Coffee Morning

The February Coffee
Morning is on Tuesday
25th  in  Wangford

Community Centre at

11.00 am.

Do join us for home-made
cakes and scones, freshly-
made coffee and a good
old natter.

The Arts Society,
Southwold

The 2020 series of
lectures continues on
Tuesday 11th February
when Barbara Askew will
speak on 'Gilt and
Gorgeousness - a celebra-
tion of the 200th anniver-
sary of King George IV's
accession to the throne'.

Lectures commence at
2.00 pm in Southwold
Arts Centre. Visitors and
members’ guests are wel-
come. A small donation
will be appreciated.

Wangford Parent and Toddler Group
Mondays from 9.30 - 11.30am Community Centre

Ladies' Coffee Morning
Tuesday 4th February 10.15 am Community Centre

Wangford Community Council
Tuesday 4th February 7.45 pm Community Centre

Wangford Art Group

Thursdays from 9.30 am Community Centre

Knitting Group
Thursday 6th February 2.30 pm Community Centre

Book Club
Thursday 6th February 8.00 pm Community Centre

The Arts Society
Tuesday 11th February 2.00 pm Southwold Arts Centre
Wangford Wingers Singing Group
Wednesday 12th February 10.00 am Community Centre

Uggeshall Coffee Morning
Thursday 13th February 10.30 am The Old School Hall

Uggeshall Cinema
Thursday 13th February 7.15pm The Old School Hall

Suffolk Wildlife Trust
Thursday 13th February 7.30pm Southwold Arts Centre

Lunch Club
Tuesday 18th February 12.30 pm Community Centre

Mobile Library at Wangford
Wednesday 19th February
Millfields 10.10-10.30 ~ Church 10.35 - 10.45

Whist Drive
Wednesday 19th February 7.00 pm Community Centre

Wangford Men's Breakfast
Saturday 22nd February 8.45 for 9.00 am The Angel Inn

Wangford Coffee Morning
Tuesday 25th February 11.00am Community Centre

First Thursday
Knitting Group

We met for the first time
this year on Thursday, 2™
January and although our
numbers were small we
made plans to knit hats,
gloves and scarves for
adults, and teddies for
ambulance men to give to
distressed children that
they meet in their work.
Apparently the blankets
that we produce are
particularly welcomed by
the refugees visited by
Charles Storer and his
team, so we continue with
production of the knitted
squares. We  enjoyed
Christmas cake with our
cup of tea at this meeting
and said‘goodbye’ to 2019
with all its problems and
looked to the future with
hope for a more settled
year. We meet on the first
Thursday of every month
at 2.30 in the Community
Centre. All are welcome to
join us.

Volerie Bechedt 575957

Wangford |00
Club 2019/20

Winners in the January
Draw were
1. Liz Schofield
2. Eric Stockdale
3. Sharon Baldry
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WRENTHAM FILM NIGHT
Wrentham Village Hall on Saturday 29th February

EDIE

2017 British drama starring Sheila Hancock as an elderly
woman who embarks on a trip to fulfil her long-time dream
of climbing a mountain in the Scottish Highlands.

Doors open 6.45pm, film screens 7.30pm. Cert 12A.
Only £5.00 including refreshments. All are welcome

ADVANCE NOTICE
JUMBLE SALE

in aid of
Wangford Church
Flower Fund

Saturday 18 April

Wangford Community
Centre
at 2.00 pm

If you can donate any Bric-a-
Brac, Books or good
jumble, please contact
Rosemary Sutton on

01502 578462




B Multi-Award Winning ® Family Run ® Local ® Private ® Independent ® 22 Centres Across East Anglia

’ GARAGE

/’7/L SERVICES

i ERENS

. Karen Finch RHAD FSHAA FRSA

customer service
8 years running -

Recognised for
our outstanding

Anglian
Business Awards

LTD

UNIT 168, FOUNTAIN WAY,
REYDON BUSINESS PARK, REYDON,
SOUTHWOLD, SUFFOLK IP18 BSZ

SALES AND SERVICING
AIR CONDITIONING
BATTERIES, TYRES, TRACKING &
EXHAUSTS AVAILABLE
COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE

MOT’'s UNDERTAKEN and REPAIRS carried out

N

VOLUNTARY HELP CENTRE
Serving Southwold, Reydon & district
Stella Peskett Millennium Hall,
Mights Road, Southwold,
Suffolk IP18 6BE
Email: vhesouthwold@btconnect.com
Web site: www.southwoldvhc.com
Registered Charity No.: 1164155

Telephone: (01502) 724549
Transport - Shopping
Befriending - Lunch Club
CAN WE HELP YOU?

CAN YOU HELP US?

Centre Open:

Monday - Friday
9 00a.m.-1.00 p.m

24 hour answerphone responded to daily

LESTER MAYES

Peasenhall

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
FRIENDLY, LOCAL
SERVICE
Carpet & Fabric
Protectors
Applied
Moth Treatments
Available

01728 660186
Mobile: 07867681571

Award winning
hearing care

Our goal at The Hearing Care Centre is to achieve 100%
customer satisfaction through taking a personal approach

Freephone 0800 096 2637

in Halesworth & Reydon

and providing the very highest quality hearing care.

Cecil Amey Sole Bay
Opticians Health Centre
HALESWORTH REYDON

® Hearing tests ® Latest hearing aid technology
m Qutstanding aftercare ® Ear syringing ® Tinnitus management
® Noise protection ® Hearing aid repairs ® Home visits

To book your appointment please call us on

hearingcarecentre.co.uk

“printing with the environMERNTE

LIMITED

angliaprint

£

Big enough to deliver. Small enough to care.

60 St Philips Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR2 3BN.
Unit 5b, Moor Business Park, Ellough Road, Beccles, NR34 7TQ.

SOUTHWOLD BODYWORK REPAIRS

Bumper Scuffs gs & Dents

Scratch Removal heel Repairs

Valet Service
Tel: 07904 094 183

WE COME TO YOU!




¢ HEATING OILS FOR ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC BOILERS

¢ AGA & RAYBURN QUALITY FUEL

¢ INDUSTRIAL, AGRICULTURAL, MARINE FUELS & LUBRICANTS
¢ MINI TANKER AVAILABLE FOR RESTRICTED ACCESS

01502 715599  WWW.BERRY-OILS.CO.UK
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AA R. ASHTON & SON LTD ...ioning

Firs Garage, Uggeshall Service
QUALITY USED CARS

MOT Station, Fully Equipped Workshop, Latest Diagnostic Equipment
All Makes Serviced

Courtesy Car Available Local Collection Service
\_ Tel. Wangford 01502 578640 www.ashtonfirsgarage.co.uk Y
. . . . Some domestic duties
Specialist legal advice o Paula Booth undertaken
in Southwold RO Personal Private Carer Lunch visits & overnight
stays if required
All care requirements : v ) .
Residential Property For more information, or to
: T 01502 724750 Experienced in Palitive Care discuss your personal needs
P
Commercial Property 23a High Street, please contact me on
Wills and Powers of Attorney Southwold, Suffolk Ty
Probate IP18 6AD B 5 h* home 01502 530147
Notarial Services MANTINS.CO.UK \‘-S_Ql,9 ACEre y ob 07946 248109

24 hr service
QVC Qualified Personal Carer

MANTINS

25 yrs experience of personal care in the comfort of your own home




Waste Removal

. ﬁCoveraf'*ir?ig all of Norfolk andé

=% Suffolk

Emergency 24 hours a day/ 7 days a week

Tel: (01508) 548 543
Email: septic@mgaze.co.uk

Book Now: www.mgazeseptictankservices.co.uk Paypar | S| VISA 1B

“The time leading up to the funeral
was made bearable knowing that
you were at the end of the telephone.”
— from a family we have cared for at Rosedale
'® Rosedale e
/ﬁ Ose a e promise to
~ FUNERAL HOME provide

ional
Hungate,Becdes 01502 714445 v by o

Upper Olland St, Bungay 01986 892790  ersonal 24 hour
Market Place, Halesworth 01986 875588 service, when you
www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk  need it most.

MOVING HOUSE?

We offer an efficient and friendly service by our
experienced Solicitors at competitive rates.

Call Stephen Holland on

Tel: 01502 713131  Fax: 01502 718040

E-mail: sth@chamberlins.co.uk
3, Ballygate, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 ONB

DLFULLERLID
ROOFING

e Tiled Roofs

e Slate Roofs

e Complete Re-Roofs

e Repairs

¢ Period Roofs Renovated
e Chimney Repairs

¢ Re-Pointing

e Eaves Felt Replaced

e Shed Roofs

e Roofing Supplies

Beccles 01502 714226
Mobile 07941 052641




‘Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return. Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ’.

These words that appear rather harrowing when we first hear them are the words that are said on Ash Wednesday when an
individual receives a cross of ash upon their forehead as a mark of penitence and renewal. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of
Lent, and ‘being ashed’ is a very fitting way for us to be reminded of our mortality, and also our ability as human beings, despite the
best of intentions, ‘to screw things up’. It is part of the human condition to make both small and big mistakes in our lives that can
often, if we are honest with ourselves, leave us feeling wretched and sometimes wracked with guilt. I think that is why counsellors
(some might say the present day priests of the 21 Century) have such long waiting lists of people wanting to see them to be able to
learn to live with these feelings.

The Christian tradition has always acknowledged the human need to know that we are forgiven and that we in turn are asked to
forgive, in order that we can continue living fulfilled lives. God does not want us to bear feelings of guilt for ever, but to recognise
them for what they are, and leave them at the foot of the cross where we can be made whole once again. During Lent there are lots
of opportunities for each of us to examine ourselves and explore our faith in greater depth and so may I wish us all a happy and
holy Lent where we might learn to forgive ourselves and each other a little more.

The Ash Wednesday Service, which includes the opportunity for ashing, is at St Margaret’s, Reydon on Wednesday 26 February at
7.30pm. All are welcome.

Kevd, Qllon Pm?

News from Wangford Church

This month, depending on the weather, work should LA-“- |I -II_ UD E

start on the Church Roof. AT HENHAM PARK

th_ 1Qth
It is Candlemas on 2™ February and the star on the USSR o2y

Tower will have been taken down. The flag has also Would you like to go to Latitude in 2020?

been taken down temporarily until the windy weather . .
Register your interest for concessionary tickets

has passed. from 1ist February — 29th February 2020
A short course on Bereavement is planned for three Phone the Clerk io tihe Council, Jean Brown on 01502 675739,
sessions llth 18‘1‘ and 25:}1 February from 2.00 to or Chairman Clir Adrian Smith on 07450 000118

bl b b *

or e-mail southwold@jennie-jones.com
3.30pm and may be helpful for anyone who has lost

someone dear to them in recent times. If anyone is THE MAIN CONDITIONS ARE:

interested please contact Rev. Alan Perry (01502 1. All applicants must be permanently resident in Wangford or Henham and be
. registered on the Parish Council's electoral roll. A routine check is made.
453624) for more details. 2. Householders may apply for a maximum of four paid tickets per property,
) ) i ) strictly for the use of registered members of that household (children 12 years and
Signs of Spring are evident in the Churchyard. There under are admitted with a child ticket; the Parish Clerk will advise on how to obtain
. . ; these).
is a beautiful tree of p%nk blossom. nea'r the Church 3. The price of concessionary tickets is determined by the Latitude Festival
Street gate, the daffodils are coming into bud and organisers, Festival Republic Ltd. They allow no price variance.
already the snowdrops are in bloom. Why not walk 4. Close of registration is midnight, 20" February 2020. Cancellation of ticket
) : : ) requests may only be made before this time. Thereafter, the sale stands in law
round and enjoy these heralds of the coming Spring? and must be concluded with the purchase of tickets requested.

See posters for full list of conditions.

Volerie Beckdt, Churchwarden 575957

Congratulations to Cathy Ryan

Community Matron, Sole Bay Health Centre
and Founder, Sole Bay Care Fund

on the award of the MBE
for services to Nursing and to
Fundraising in Suffolk.

6 I\/Iessenger
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The new disabled access ramp to the Post Office in the Community Centre.



News from Uggeshall

Uggeshall Coffee Morning

The February Coffee Morning is on Thursday 13th February
from 10.30 am in the Old School Hall.
Uggeshall Cinema

February's film 'Blinded by the Light, the feel-good film of
2019, will take place in the Old School Hall on Thursday 13th
February. Doors open at 7.00 for 7.15 pm.

Donation to EACH

The collection for East Anglia's Children's Hospices taken at
the Christmas Eve totalled  £450.
EACH provides care to babies, children and young people

Lessons and Carols
living with life-threatening conditions. They rely on voluntary
donations for the majority of their income, and are very grateful
for Uggeshall's continued support.

Uggeshall Music

Helen Hayes is a professional music practitioner living in
Uggeshall and as well as running the Wangford Community
Choir on the 2nd Wednesday of the month (10am -12 noon at
the Community Centre), she has set up two new groups
which take place at Uggeshall Old School House.
Uggeshall Community Choir takes place fortnightly on
Wednesday evenings, 7.30-9.00pm.

The Uggeshall Ukuleles takes place on alternate Wednesday
evenings, 7.309.00pm and is a fun group for absolute
beginners.

Please contact Helen on 07917 798456
or helenjhayes@hotmail.com for further information.

News from Wangford Vets

Puppy Party

The next Puppy Party is on Wednesday 26th February, 7pm at
Wangford Veterinary Clinic; it is open to clients and
non-clients alike and is FREE of charge (although puppies must
have completed their primary course of vaccinations).

To join the vets and nurses from Wangford Vets, Barking Mad
Dog Training School and Paws 'n' Pose Photography, phone
01502 578999 to reserve your place.

Santa Paws Appeal

A massive thank you to Carolyn Sheppeard and all those who
helped her to raise an amazing £403.85 for our Santa Paws
Appeal. You truly are an inspiration to us all. Many thanks
from Walter and all the team at Wangford Vets.

Hounds for Heroes

The final total for our 2019 Purple Poppy Appeal is a fantastic
£1026.44. A big thank you to everyone for your amazing
support. This donation will assist in placing assistance dogs
with injured armed forces and emergency services personnel.

Strutt your Mutt

Strutt your Mutt returns on Sunday 14th June 2020. All money
raised will go to 'Hearing Dogs for Deaf People'. Put the date in
your diary now!

News from Sotherton

There is a PCC meeting on Wednesday 5% February at 7pm  at
the Wangford Plough.

Suffolk Wildlife Trust
(Blyth Valley and Southwold)

'Raft Spiders'

Speaker: Dr. Helen Smith

Thursday 13th February
7.30pm Southwold Arts Centre

Cost: £3.00

(including refreshments)

Book Club

At our January meeting we celebrated the new year with mulled
wine, fruit juice and delicious snacks whilst tackling Joy's book
quiz. There was much discussion and some surprising an-
swers! Many thanks to Joy for preparing the quiz.

We also managed to talk about the book which we read over
the Christmas period - Karen Fossum's 'Hellfire'. Most of us
thought the book was excellent and liked the way the author
had woven in the story of two single parent families in separate
chapters which drew attention to both their separation, and as
we came to discover, links to each other. We saw how
abandonment played out in the lives of Eddie who at 21
needed extra help with everything and Simon at 4 who hated
being separated from his mother. The book opened with the
murder scene of Simon and his mother Bonnie and the book
took us back over past events in an unhurried manner,
dropping little hints along the way as it became apparent that
things were not always as they appeared. We particularly liked
the description of Bonnie's work as a carer and how valued she
was at her job. There is so much we could say about this book
and we would recommend reading it to all.

We next meet at 8 pm in the Community Centre on Thursday
6th February to discuss Karen Joy Fowler's 'We are all com-
pletely beside ourselves'.

Frostenden Coffee Mornings

«) Do join us on the 1st Tuesday of the month
—_— at the Village Hall from 10.30 am
D for coffee, cakes and conversation.
— Admission £1.50

Proceeds to support the Village Hall.

I\/Iessenger ;
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BOGGIS

ELECTRICAL LTD

Electrical Engineers and Contractors

All Electrical work, including
Rewires, Test & Inspections, PAT
Testing and Renewable Products

Telephone 01502 675233
www.boggiselectrical.co.uk

vy ECA nlil= =

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

Representing the best in electrical
engineerin g and building services

JENNIE JONES

EST. ]I 1993
ESTATE AGENTS

Specialists in Suffolk’s Heritage Coast and
the surrounding countryside

Browse all our properties on our website:

www.jennie-jones.com

75 High Street, Southwold, Suffolk IP18 6DS

Tel: 01502 722065

SOUTHWOLD « SAXMUNDHAM

The Funeral Parlour
New Cut
Saxmundham
Suffolk, IP17 1IEH

TONY BROWN'’S
FUNERAL SERVICE

Est.1979

Proudly independent
family run business

Owners of
The Greenwood Burial Ground,
Farnham

Telephone: 01728 603108
Email: tb.fs@virgin.net

www.tonybrownfuneralservices.co.uk

The Village Store Wangford

16 High Street, Wangford, Beccles NR34 8RA
RELAXED SHOPPING WITH AMPLE FREE PARKING
Locally sourced bread, meat, fish, cheese, beers and wines
We stock a broad range of everyday products competitively priced
with weekly special offers
Bill payment, Mobile Top Ups and collect Plus parcel service available
Special Requirements catered for
Open 7 days a week
Tel: 01502 578207
Email: villagestrorewangford@gmail.com
www.the villagestorewangford.co.uk

Mob: 07810 116753

Tree Services

All aspects of treework

Tree Surgery -‘p Dismantling & Felling
Precision Felling $ Crown Reduction & Thinning

Stump Grinding @ Fully Insured
Free Quotations & Land Clearance

www.1stcut.net




TOTAL
WINDOW

SOLUTIONS

PVCu HOME IMPROVEMENTS

AN

PVCu Windows & Doors, Composite Doors,

Porches & Conservatories
Fascias, Soffits, Guttering & Cladding
We aim to deliver a reliable service with no high pressure sales,

no hidden extras and we won’t phone you first.
Just an all round home improvement service offering quality products

at realistic sensible prices. oS0
eurocell’ g{
Secured by Design O 1 5 O 2 5 8 O 2 3 1 6’°"9Lv (he("o
aca)ed 07920 495373 FENSA
Official Police Security Initiative WWW_ tWS -o n I I n e " co - u k Registered Company

(\> 090, Wangford
Fairhead Electrical Veterinary Clinic

Agricultural - Industrial - Domestic Come and experience our
caring and friendly service

07800 598099

We provide 24 ‘
houremergency ' eme rgency

Fairhead-electrical@mail.com

cover on our own
premises with our 2
ts
Wangford Farm Sho e
J P cover.

Local & Home-Grown Fresh Fruit,Veg, & Salads
Free Range Eggs, Local Bread and Cakes

Pot Plants & Cut Flowers

Calor Gas, Codl, Logs & Kindling
A Large Range of all Pet Foods

Tel: Wangford (01502) 578246

01502 578999

www.wangfordvetclinic.com

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm  Sat 9am-12pm

www.wangfordfarmshop.co.uk
rj.miller@btopenworld.com

Your Award Winning Independent Small Animal Practice




THE HALESWORTH CARPET SHOP LTD

Now proudly stocking a range of luxury beds and mattresses too

4 "E ' 'C..d
i —
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fr—

Helping you make a choice

At Halesworth Carpets we listen to you first. We want

to understand more about your home, your ideas and
your needs. Then we can help you pick from our superb,
extensive selection of carpets to match your home - and
your budget.

m‘mm

1

Helpi ke it si | ! 2 Duncan Jones,
elping make It simple is. - Halesworth manager says
At Halesworth Carpets, we take the time to get your — o =4l “| want every customer to
order right. Accurate measuring, clear pricing and : feel they get the best
staying in touch to offer advice and answer your \ i carpet, the best service
questions. We also try to give you as much warning of Duri€an Jones, - and the best experience.

Ha|eswort‘nanager

our fitting date as possible.

Helping make it convenient Stuart Woolston, senior fitter | | ya = £~ “

Our fitters are highly experienced with a strong code of says “We want to leave

practice. So we turn up on time; we move every customer feeling that
furniture; we fit your flooring quickly and expertly; there was no mess, no fuss v
we take away your old carpet; and we vacuum and ~ Just a great experience 5
tidy up when we have finished the work. and fantastic carpet.” ?

Want curtains to complement a room? Or blinds to add colour and style?
Talk to Halesworth Carpets about our outstanding ranges of blinds and curtains

42 Thoroughfare, Halesworth 01986 872 222 www.thehalesworthcarpetshop.co.uk

10% off your first treatment with Jessica Suter using this voucher.

Amandq Smith Beauty’ Free hot drink and(cake vou;hers kir?dly donated by Beales Depa@ment store
upon appointment with Jessica. One voucher per new patient.
& Holistic Therapy

0“0

Find us at Beales Department
Manicure & Pedicure Ear Candles Store, Second Floor (lift available),
Smallgate, Beccles.
Focus on Eyes Bamboo Massage Now Open Monday-Saturday

Wazxing Massage Therapies Footcare Specialists
: : : Judy Suter BSc (pod med) FPSPract Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Ro.lndrop Technlque Facials Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday by appointment.

Reflexology Pregnancy Treatments

Jessica Suter BSc (Hons), DipCFHP, MPSPract, Foot Health
01502 675 118 Practitioner Wednesday, Friday and Saturday by appointment.

Priory Road, Wrentham 01502 711096 (24hr answer phone)
WWW.soquhWOIOlmClSSQgelcom f talktopods@gmail.com www.podsfootcare.co.uk

© ﬁ [ ——
, Pa:nter & Deceratm*—

— Rehable Fmendly Serwce

ing se
e Ce

508 528 477

or email
jules@citrussecurityshredding.co.uk K}




The old year has been dusted off but before it has been entirely
forgotten, a little reminder about Christmas cards. It appears
that very few people send them any more. Except that Mrs Abe
and I do. And, bless your little hearts, quite some of our
villagers do, as well as our grand old chums from far and wide.
They have become unfashionable and expensive to buy and to
send, also wasting planetary resources, we are told. Although
the religious theme, regrettably, has all but been abandoned, 1
still love cards. Mrs Abe buys them, and the stamps, writes most
of them and posts them - but I like receiving them. They make
me start to feel Christmassy and they remind me of old friends
whom I have not seen for a year or more. Some of the messages
are cursory; some are chatty and informative and mercifully
brief (we get one round robin that gives us a year's tedious
family history); and at least two from far flung places from old
chums of over 50 years long gone. Will we ever meet again? I, in
turn am either equally taciturn, or promise to see two of my
oldest this new year in the Kingdom - the 'Auld Grey Toun' or
'Muchty. One other important function is that while 'Books Do
Furnish A Room', other than a few balls hanging up (no
sniggering at the back) the cards we receive decorate the home
rather well and keep reminding us of not only the ones who are
still with us but also the ones who are not.

Among the many Christmas books from my two gitls was one
entitled 'Too Marvellous For Words' by Julie Welch. Julie is a
sports journalist and the book is a memoir of her years being
educated at Felixstowe College in the early 1960s. It is a won-
derful, affectionate, charming, rollicking romp through these
times. Which made me inevitably turn my thoughts to my
schooldays from 1955 to 1961 and beyond to two reunions
which I attended in 1989 and 2005. Not again, I hear you
groan. Listen, dear reader, if you think you have it bad, talk to
Mrs Abe. Any way, in 1989 Mrs Abe tells me I'll hate every
minute of it and come back grumpy and depressed. So, what's
new! So, off to Cupar, a dreary place of lamented memory but
memorable for being the home of Fisher and Donaldson, mak-
ers of beautiful scotch pies. After meeting two old chums and
downing a couple of lagers we trooped off to the dreaded
institution - the 'old' school. This was now just a primary
school. In my day it was the High School and the new one
opened the year after I left. I wish I had bombed the place years
before. I was greeted at the gates by an old class mate, Andrew
by name, a farmer's son who had married a farmer's daughter,
another old chum, Posie (do try to keep up). He immediately
took me in hand and showed me round the old place. "You'll
meet quite a few of your old mates", Andrew reassured me, as if
to cheer me up. I did and it had the opposite effect. All the
ghosts kept coming at me. Eventually I stumbled out into the
daylight to be collected again by Andrew and transported to the
new school where he breezily informed me I would be treated
to the formal speeches and tea and cakes. On entering I was
hailed by an old French teacher, still alive even now, who was
surprised but glad to see me since she knew how much I had
despised the dump; then I was commandeered by dear old
Posie (did I mention that she and Andrew were divorced and
that Posie in later years married another farmer?). I endured the
speeches and enjoyed the tea and cakes and since Posie and
three other ladies were at our table they were in the firing line
of both my barrels And did that make me feel good? Not one
bit. I felt awful. Mrs Abe was right as usual. So, boys and girls,

this is a cautionary tale. What happened in 2005, I hear you
ask?! You will have to wait.

Here we go again. Another one who decides to make a sneering
remark about J. M. Barrie in a review of 'Peter Pan', just
mentioning, for no apparent reason that I can discern, that
Barrie's 'own fascination with children has raised suspicion'. By
whom, I ask? Of lay people, I have probably read as much by
and about Barrie as anyone and all 1 see is a remarkably
talented, gentle, kind, generous, benevolent, philanthropist who
spread much happiness and goodwill. But don't take my word
for it. Listen to one who would have known. In his research for
his television trilogy 'The Lost Boys', Andrew Birkin interviewed
the last survivor (and Barrie's sole adopted son) of the
five Llewelyn Davies boys who together constituted Peter Pan.
This is what Nico said : "Of all the men I have ever known,
Barrie was the wittiest, and the best company. He was also the
least interested in sex. He was a darling man. He was an
innocent; which is why he could write Peter Pan." Let that be
the last word.

It's pedantry time. The word 'instigate' is so often used wrongly,
to mean' initiating' in any sense whatsoever when in fact it
means to 'urge on', to 'incite', 'bring about' and 'instigation'
means the act of inciting, especially to do wrong or cause
trouble. So there.

Gbrahorm

Sunday 2nd February Candlemas
U 11.15am  Wangford Holy Communion (CW)
Ll 6.00 pm  Uggeshall Evening Prayer (BCP)
@)
— Sunday 9th February 3rd Sunday before Lent
> 11.15am  Wangford Holy Communion (CW)
I~ 6.00 pm  Uggeshall Evening Prayer (BCP)
L Sunday |6th February ~ 2nd Sunday before Lent
U 930 am Sotherton  Holy Communion (CW)

11.15am Wangford Holy Communion (CW)
T 6.00pm  Uggeshall Evening Prayer (BCP)
O Sunday 23rd February  Sunday next before Lent
o {1.15am Wangford Wangford@church
O 6.00pm  Uggeshall  Holy Communion(BCP)
L Wednesday 26th February Ash Wednesday
@)

730 pm  Reydon Team Service

Messenoer '



DIRECTORY

125424
453624
724115

Team Rector The Reverend Simon Pitcher

Team Vicar The Reverend Alan Perry
Team Admin Tania Birtwistle

Parochial Church Council Secretaries
Wangford

Uggeshall

Vacancy
Clare Bailey
Karen Flaxman

578679
Sotherton 01986 873123
Church Wardens

Wangford Valerie Beckett 578987
Uggeshall Colin Hill (Churchwarden Emeritus)
Colonel Giles Crisp 578251
Clare Bailey 578679
Gerard Walker 01986 874248
Stephen Flaxman 01986 873123

Sotherton

Wangford Community Council
578701
578287

Vice-Chairman Malcolm Woolnough
Secretary Sue Hosking
Wangford Community Centre
Malcolm Woolnough 578701
Rachel Dade
booking.wcc@outlook.com
Caretaker Roy Hodgkins

Secretary Sue Taylor

Wangford Clubs

Book Club Gilliane Smith

Chairman

Bookings
578311

07871 044120
578408

578620

Parish Council Clerks
Wangford
Uggeshall
Sotherton

675739
675739
01986 781349

Jean Brown
Jean Brown
Caroline Cardwell

Henham Steam Rally

Chair Helen Walker 07557 7184927
578257
722326
578999

Wangford Surgery
Sole Bay Health Centre
Wangford Veterinary Clinic

Urgent 999 Non Urgent 101

0800 555111

Police
Crimestoppers

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDITOR SUE TAYLOR:
79 High Street, Wangford
Telephone: 01502 578408 Email: suethemusic@gmail.com
DEADLINE: I Ith day of Month preceding publication

TO ADVERTISE CONTACT ANGLIA PRINT LIMITED:
5b Moor Business Park, Ellough Road, Beccles NR34 7TQ
Telephone: 01502 715551 Email: info@angliaprint.co.uk
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2nd Feb
3rd Feb

4th Feb

5th Feb
6th Feb

7th Feb
9th Feb
10th Feb

11th Feb

12th Feb
13th Feb
14th Feb
16th Feb

17th Feb

18th Feb

19th Feb

20th Feb

21st Feb
23rd Feb
24th Feb

25th Feb

26th Feb
27th Feb

28th Feb

Private Hire

Parent & Toddler
Salsa

GHSR

Body Conditioning
Post Office

Ladies Coffee Morning
Blythburgh Bowls
Community Council
GHSR

Wangford Art Group
Post Office

Knitting Group

Yoga

Book Club

Yoga

Private Hire

Parent & Toddler
Salsa

Hit & Miss Gun Club
Body Conditioning
Post Office

GHSR

Blythburgh Bowls
Parish Council
Singing Group
Barber

Wangford Art Group
Post Office

Yoga

Yoga

Private Hire

Parent & Toddler
Salsa

Post Office

Lunch Club
Blythburgh Bowls
Private Hire (W)
Whist Drive

GHSR

Wangford Art Group
Post Office

Yoga

Allotment Meeting
Yoga

Private Hire

Parent & Toddler
Salsa

Body Conditioning
Post Office

Coffee Morning
Blythburgh Bowls
Artmakers East
Wangford Art Group
Post Office

Yoga

Yoga

Hall 3.00-4.00pm
Hall 9.30am
Hall 7.30-8.30pm
Cttee Room 7.30pm
Hall 9.30-10.30am
Bar 10.00-12noon
Cttee Room 10.15-12.15pm
Hall 7.00-9.00pm
Cttee Room 7.45pm
Cttee Room 8.00pm
Hall 9.30-1.00pm
Bar 1.00-3.00pm
Cttee Room 2.30pm
Hall 7.15-8.15pm
Cttee Room 8.00pm
Hall 9.30-10.30am
Hall 3.00-4.00pm
Hall 9.30am
Hall 7.30-8.30pm
Cttee Room  7.30-9.30pm
Hall 9.30-10.30am
Bar 10.00-12noon
Cttee Room 11.00am-12.30
Hall 2.00-4.30pm
Cttee Room 8.00pm
Hall 10.00-12noon
Cttee Room  2.00-4.00pm
Hall 9.30-1.00pm
Bar 1.00-3.00pm
Hall 7.15-8.15pm
Hall 9.30-10.30am
Hall 3.00-4.00pm
Hall 9.30am
Hall 7.30-8.30pm
Bar 10.00-12noon
Hall 12.30pm
Hall 7.00-9.00pm
Hall 9.30am-2.30pm
Bar 7.00-9.00pm
Cttee Room 8.00pm
Hall 9.30am
Bar 1.00-3.00pm
Hall 7.15-8.15pm
Cttee Room 7.30pm
Hall 9.30-10.30am
Hall 3.00-4.00pm
Hall 9.30am
Hall 7.30-8.30pm
Hall 9.30-10.30am

Cttee Room 10.00 - 12noon

Hall 11.00am-12.30
Hall 7.00-9.30pm
Hall 10.00-3.00pm
Hall 9.30am-1.00pm
Bar 1.00-3.00pm
Hall 7.15-8.15pm
Hall 9.30-10.30am



