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The stunning life-size 'Coronation Cloak for a
Conservation King' (above) by Wendy Hawkes

Wangford and District Community Council

Summer F

Stalls include
Sandra's Dandelionwishes Italian clothes,
Janna's Norfolk Originals, Wax and Wicks
(candles and melts), The Jam Jar Bake (includes
gluten-free cakes), Bath Bonita (bath bombs,
soaps etc), Carolyn’s Cakes for the Santa Paws
Appeal, Plants and Produce, Giftware, Bric-a-
Brac, Tombola, Bus Stop, CDs/DVDs, Books, and
the Raffle with many prizes

Saturday 8th July
in Wangford Community Centre
at 2.00 pm
Admission free; refreshments on sale

Proceeds to Wangford Community Council

During the Coronation weekend
in Wangford Big Help Out volunteers
weeded, tidied, painted, replaced goal-
posts, put up decorations in the Centre,
baked, made sandwiches - and lots of
other jobs that needed tackling. In
Wangford Church there's a new board
of photos of the Big Help Out and Big
Lunch and the glorious Coronation
floral displays.
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Food Bank

Items for the Food Bank
can be left in the basket at
the foot of the font in
Wangford Church from
where they  will be
collected and taken to
John and Jan Collins at 19
Lakeside Park Drive on
Friday morning.

Lowestoft Foodbank can
be contacted on 07307
866146 or email-
info@lowestoft.foodbank.
org.uk

Wangford 100
Club 2023

Winners in the June
Draw were
1. Karen Olley
2. Jeff Bridges
3. Peter Hart

New -
Ladies' Breakfast

On the first Saturday of
every month starting 5th
August at 8.45 for 9.00am
at The Angel, Wangford.
Come along for a social
morning of good food,
chat and an interesting
speaker.

If you would like to join
us please email Jan
at  Perrypoppy@aol.com
and I will send you a
menu.

Summer Concert

Saturday 5th August
Wrentham Village Hall

A variety of musical
entertainment in aid of
Action Medical Research.

Ticket £10 (includes a free
interval ice cream).
Please bring your own
interval drinks.
Doors open 6.30pm.

Tickets from:
Angela 01502 675262
Jane 01502 675623
Joan 01502 473665

WHAT'S ON IN JULY

Wangford Parent and Toddler Group
Mondays 9.30-11.30am Community Centre

Body Conditioning
Tuesdays from 9.30 - 10.30am Community Centre

Salsa

Wednesdays from 7.30 to 8.30pm Community Centre

Wangford Art Group

Thursdays from 9.30am to 12.30pm Community Centre

Mobile Library at Wangford

Wednesday 5th July
1010 - 1030am Community Centre
1035 - 1045am Church

Uggeshall Coffee Morning
Thursday 6th July 10.30am Old School Hall

Uggeshall Cinema
Thursday 6th July 7.00pm Old School Hall

Book Club
Thursday 6th July 8.00pm Community Centre

Summer Fayre
Saturday 8th July 2.00pm Community Centre

Wangford with Henham Parish Council
Tuesday 11th July 7.30pm Community Centre

Wangford Men's Breakfast
Saturday 15th July 8.45am The Angel Inn

Community Garden Working Party
Sunday 16th July 1000am

Wangford Church Coffee Morming
Wednesday 19th July 10.30am - noon

Blyth Valley Labour
Monday 24th July 7.30pm Community Centre

Afternoon Tea
Thursday 27th July 2.30pm Community Centre

Uggeshall Country Teas

Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th July 2.00 - 5.30pm
Old School Hall

\ Wangford
Post Office

Tuesdays
from 10.00am - 12 noon

Thursdays
from 1.00 - 3.00pm

Community Centre
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Wrentham Village Hall Film Night

LES MISERABLES
(Cert 124)

Saturday 29th July

Award-winning musical set in 19th century France starring

Hugh Jackman, Anne Hathaway, Russell Crowe
and Eddie Redmayne.

Doors open 6.45pm, film screens 7.30pm

Only £5 on the door including refreshments. All welcome.

Community
Garden Update

The June work party was
well attended as usual with
eight volunteers working
hard. We also all had
time to have a good chat
about various subjects.
Work consisted of
selective weeding, planting
and watering. The poppies
were looking very colour-
ful and the bees and
hoverflies were loving
them. With a variety of
other wildflowers and
shrubs in bloom the insect
life abounds. There were
plenty of ladybird larvae
on the leaves of the roses
and other shrubs,

The most exciting wild-
flowers were the three Bee
Orchids and the one spike
of the White Bee Orchid
which is considered very
rare in Suffolk. The next
day, two of our volunteers
recorded 42 species
of flowers blooming,
which is a big increase.
This is a combination of
wildflowers and carefully
selected planting.

Our next work party will
be on Sunday 16th July at
10.00 in the Community
Garden beside the Com-
munity Centre. Please feel
free to come and join us
and do whatever you are
capable of.

Waleoblrn Woo grvouﬁk

WangfordHelp

If you need any help,
simply call or email us.
Email:
wangfordhelp@gmail.com
Phone:

07941 156508
or 01502 578408




THE HALESWORTH CARPET SHOP LTD

Now proudly stocking a range of luxury beds and mattresses too

Helping you make a choice

At Halesworth Carpets we listen to you first. We
want to understand more about your home, your
ideas and your needs. Then we can help you pick
from our superb, extensive selection of carpets to
match your home - and your budget.

Helping make it simple

At Halesworth Carpets, we take the time to get your
order right. Accurate measuring, clear pricing and
staying in touch to offer advice and answer your

questions. We also try to give you as much warning
of our fitting date as possible.

Helping make it convenient

Our fitters are highly experienced with a strong Duncan Jones, Halesworth manager says
code of practice. So we turn up on time; we move

furniture; we fit your flooring quickly and expertly;
we take away your old carpet; and we vacuum and the best carpet, the best service

tidy up when we have finished the work. and the best experience”

“I want every customer to feel they get

42 Thoroughfare, Halesworth 01986 872 222 www.thehalesworthcarpetshop.co.uk

JENNIE JONES

EST.]_[I993
ESTATE AGENTS

L.G Roofing
Specialists in Suffolk’s Heritage Coast and & Ca rpentry

the surrounding countryside

Flat & Pitched Roofing
Browse all our properties on our website: 1st & 2nd Fix Carpentry

Installation of Seagull Spikes and Deterrents
www.jennie-jones.com

leegooch21@gmail.com

26 High Street, Saxmundham, IP17 |AB robaldous77@gmail.com

Tel: 01728 60551 | 01502 717067
07758 835587

SAXMUNDHAM 07769 656845




01502 715 599

%m o@m&/ W @zm EMM wilh over %ﬂ yeard
& HEATING OILS FOR ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC BOILERS
& AGA & RAYBURN QUALITY FUEL

& INDUSTRIAL, AGRICULTURAL, MARINE FUELS & LUBRICANTS
¢ MINI TANKER AVAILABLE FOR RESTRICTED ACCESS

WWW.BERRY-OILS.CO.UK

VOLUNTARY HELP CENTRE
Serving Southwold, Reydon & district
Stella Peskett Millennium Hall,
Mights Road, Southwold,

Sh Suffolk IP18 6BE

Email: vhcsouthwold@btconnect.com
Web site: www.southwoldvhc.com
Registered Charity No.: 1164155
Telephone: (01502) 724549
Transport - Shopping - Befriending — Lunch Club
CAN WE HELP YOU? CAN YOU HELP US?
Centre Open:

Monday - Friday 9.00a.m - 1.00 p.m

24 hour answerphone responded to daily

THE FOOT
CARE CLINIC

JULIA MATHERS TCFCP dip. AFCP

« Nail Cut and File - Hard Skin Removal «

« Callus and Corn Treatment « Diabetic Foot Care «

- Visits in the comfortof your obin hoe. - Fu{@lnwd :

01502 578927 | 07904 863527

waveney
selfstorage

Waveney Self Storage,
Elms Road,
Toft Monks, Beccles, NR34 OEJ

Please Call
01502 679911
to arrange an appointment to
come and view our facilities
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GARAGE
SERVICES

LTD

UNIT 16, FOUNTAIN WAY,
REYDON BUSINESS PARK, REYDON,
SOUTHWOLD, SUFFOLK IP18 BSZ
SALES AND SERVICING
AIR CONDITIONING
BATTERIES, TYRES, TRACKING &

EXHAUSTS AVAILABLE
COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE

MOT’'s UNDERTAKEN and REPAIRS carried out




We offer a wide range of free services
from the Pear Tree Centre, including:

e Wellbeing and bereavement support

¢ Information and advice to help
you live well in the community

e Support groups and talks from
local services

B:ar Tree Fund

Find us at the

Pear Tree Centre,
Bungay Road,
Halesworth, IP19 85G
T: 01986 899655 or

E: info@peartreefund.org
W: peartreefund.org

@O 2 @ThePearTreeFund

We also offer telephone,
online and home visiting
support.

DLFULLERLID
ROOFING

e Tiled Roofs

e Slate Roofs

e Complete Re-Roofs

¢ Repairs

¢ Period Roofs Renovated
e Chimney Repairs

¢ Re-Pointing

e Eaves Felt Replaced

e Shed Roofs

¢ Roofing Supplies

Beccles 01502 714226
Mobile 07941 052641

HARRISON’S TREE SERVICES

C & G Qualified Tree Surgeon

Fully Insured

Tree Surgery Crown Reducing
Thinning & Lifting ~ Precision Felling
Stump Grinding Hedge Cutting

Garden Clearance - Free Quotations

Firewood Available

12 Silver Ley, Redisham,
Suffolk NR34 8LX

Telephone: 01502 575921




JULY'S TEAM LETTER

“Summer is icumen in” (Trad Folk Song 1260)
One of my favourite poems, by e.e.cummings begins:
“I thank You God for most this amaging day
For the leaping greenly spirits of trees
And a blue true dream of sky
And for everything which is natural, which is infinite, which is yes...”
Despite writing this on an unseasonably cold, late spring morning, my spirits rise hearing these words, not least because I was on
Blackheath common this morning undertaking a bird survey with my resident expert! We walked and listened, recording who
was calling for a mate, setting up home or noisily protecting their nest by chasing off a predator; a process repeated each spring,
over 10-weeks. Highlights included hearing a Cuckoo, Garden Warbler, Song and Mistle Thrushes. All results are collated and
compared against previous years to monitor changes and drive actions. Volunteers and local conservation groups work to main-
tain habitats in many places to encourage once common flora and fauna to survive, and sometimes thrive, despite many things
about the way we live, farm, do business and leisure that can adversely affect them. The poem concludes:

“Now the ears of my ears awake
And now the eyes of my eyes are opened”
As Christians, what can we do about the unfolding climate emergency? Creation is surely groaning (Romans 8: 22-3)? Using our
eyes and ears to inform our hands and hearts, responding personally, practically and locally whether in our gardens and church-
yards with “No Mow May” or litter picking on favourite walks; engaging with challenges experienced by subsistence farmers
through documentaries such as “Thank You For The Rain” or going back to the beginning to Genesis artistically imagined by
Jacqui Parkinson in her ‘Threads Through Creation’ panels.
While giving thanks locally for our relative riches, consider what to do in response, do it well and do it now (Ecclesiastes 9:10)!
Whether through prayer, a personal change in your lifestyle, writing to your MP, signing a petition, marching for change, or

volunteering with a wildlife group. No matter how small your response feels, act now for future generations.

Lev M Pllen

Book Club

At our June meeting we discussed ‘Act of Oblivion’ by
Robert Harris. The general opinion was that this is an
excellent book although one criticism was that perhaps there
could have been a little less detail. We liked the historical
setting — the regicide of King Charles in the 17th century.
Those that signed the warrant of execution were hunted
down to America. The hunt was relentless and we came to
see that there were good points and faults in both sides and
how it destroyed so much of life and expectation. We
appreciated the huge amount of research that went into this
book and it is historical fiction and as such there is no
certainty around the events or characters. The description of
the killings was horrific, and particularly where people were
hung, drawn and quartered. We came to understand exactly
what that meant. We thought it was interesting that
Cromwell was portrayed as “king like” with the inference
that he had stepped into the King’s role to the extent that he
even wanted to name his son as his successor. At the
beginning Cromwell was seen as representing the good, but
as the narrative built up, we came to see that Cromwell and
his followers were not all they appeared to be. It was said
people wanted a King, and they would not follow a
committee. An excellent, fact-packed, mixed with licence to
elaborate and embellish, highly recommended book.

We next meet on Thursday 6th July to discuss Melissa
Harrison’s ‘All Among The Barley at 8 pm in the

Community Centre.
Gill Swith 575620
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News from Wangford Church

Firstly, a note for your diaries and some very exciting news.
We are delighted to announce that The Jazz Goats will be
returning to the church on September 2nd for a night of
truly great jazz, swing, rock & roll and pop music. Anybody
who saw them play in church four years ago will remember
what a great night out it was with lots of dancing in the
aisles, and once again, the good people at Moss & Co will
be operating a licensed bar. Tickets are £12 and available
from myself, Jeff Bridges or Revd Alan. Alternatively email
markn.church@gmail.com.

June saw us celebrate the wedding of Robbie Adamson and
Jodie Baggott in church. It was a very emotional day and we
all congratulate Robbie and Jodie and wish them all the best
for their future life together.

We have also just had the full restoration of the gravestone
of William and Alma Smith who died in 1914 and 1915.
Their story is a fascinating one and there are plans for a
memorial service for William and Alma which will be
attended by members of the Smith family. Many thanks to
everybody who donated towards the restoration.

The photographs in church which were part of the King’s
Coronation exhibition will be on display for a few more
weeks so if you haven’t already seen them, please do pop
into the church and have a look. There's also a new board
with photographs of the Big Help Out and Big Lunch.

The July coffee morning will be in church on the 19th at
10.30 and will include the 100 club draw and a raffle as well

as drinks and cakes. Everybody is welcome to attend.

Mok Pitlon, Clurchworden (57869()




Joyce Myrtle Purkiss RIP

Joyce passed away on 7th May at home in Wangford, just a few
months short of her 100th birthday. This is an extract from a
tribute written by her niece, Lin Whitfield.

Joyce Blyth was born in Wandsworth, South London, in the
autumn of 1923. Her childhood wasn’t an easy one. Her
father struggled to find work during the 1920s and early
1930s; her eldest sister went to live permanently with her
grandmother when Joyce was two, and her other older sister
died of diphtheria when Joyce was eight.

Joyce wanted to be a hairdresser, but she would have had to
work for 4/5 years at 7s 6d a week. Her father said she must
earn more, so she worked in a succession of factory jobs.

At the outbreak of WW2 Joyce chose war work rather than
entering the armed forces, and operated a lathe in a
munitions factory, making gun sights and other aeroplane
parts. Tragically, her older brother was killed at the age of 20
in a flying accident in 1942.

After the war Joyce continued to live at home in
Twickenham. Although she had a number of boyfriends, she
had no thoughts of settling down. However, in 1950 a
young man by the name of Geoff Purkiss got a driver’s job at
the grocers’ where Joyce worked. Obviously smitten, Geoff's
dogged persistence eventually paid off, and she agreed to go
out with him. They married in 1952, and he was devoted to
her. They proudly celebrated their diamond anniversary in
2012.

For some years Joyce worked as a shop cashier and Geoff
worked in the motor trade. Then in 1966 they took a leap of
faith and set up their own business, GNP Factors, supplying
motorcycle accessories to shops and dealers. The business
really took off in 1973 when the wearing of crash helmets

News from Uggeshall

UGGESHALL COUNTRY TEAS

at
The Old School & Garden, Uggeshall

on
Saturday 29% & Sunday 30% July
2.00 - 5.30pm (last serving 5.00pm)

£10.00 per person - 12 years & under £5.00
(cash only please)
2 years and under are ﬁ'ee!

Come and enjoy our traditional Country Tea
with breads, home baked scones, rusks

and delicious c:‘r{lfections.
Also, bric-a-brac and plant stalls.

Free car }m’rﬁing too!

Funds raised go to St. Mary’s Church ‘Uggeshall
and local charities

Uggeshall Coffee Morning

July's Coffee Morning is on Thursday 6th from 10.30am in the
Old School Hall. Everybody's welcome.

Uggeshall Cinema

became compulsory. It was hard work for both of them, but
they made an ideal team. Geoff had an easy manner with
people, and Joyce was a brilliant administrator.

They sold the business in 1984, and in 1985 they retired to
Suffolk, where they’d holidayed on a number of occasions,
and they soon became valued volunteers in Wangford and
its surrounding area. Joyce ran a Friendly Club for many

It was lovely to see so many of you at the last screening. Thanks
once again to the coffee morning ladies for leaving the sweet
treats and gorgeous sausage rolls!

The film for July 6th is 'Allelujah’ based on the play by Alan
Bennett with a stellar cast including Jennifer Saunders, Derek
Jacobi and Judi Dench. It's a warm, humorous, and deeply mov-
ing story about surviving old age. When the geriatric ward in a

years and helped out at many other community events. She
could wusually be found bustling about the kitchen
organising refreshments. She was also an accomplished hand
-knitter, and garments she’d knitted featured on the front
covers of women’s magazines in the 1970s.

Animals were a big part of Joyce’s life. She and Geoff loved
dogs and cats, and they spent many hours exploring the
Suffolk countryside and walking with their dog. They also
loved their garden and delighted in the local light sandy soil
- such a change from London clay!

Joyce suffered from hearing problems for many years. She
was totally deaf in one ear and suffered from tinnitus in the
other, and she struggled to hear and participate in
conversations in group situations. She also developed a very
painful form of neuralgia in her jaw, bouts of which became
more frequent over the last fifteen years and required strong
medication.

Joyce was convinced that she would die at the age of 62 as
her mother had done, and was rather surprised to find
herself still fit and healthy at that age! She was also sure that
Geoff, seven years younger than her, would outlive her. His
death in 2014 was a great shock to her.

After Geoff’s death Joyce was lonely, but the support from
neighbours and her wonderful carer, Dee, enabled her to
remain at home, as she wanted, during her final years.

small Yorkshire hospital is threatened with closure, the hospital
decides to fight back. Doors open at 7.00 for 7.15 pm.

PR Goady
Group Parish Councll

The next meeting is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 4th July, at the Old
School Hall.

Wangford Mens' Breakfast

On Saturday the 17th June, John Brownfield from The
Waveney Valley Beekeepers Association gave an interesting
and amusing talk at the Angel Inn. Various bits of parapher-
nalia were passed round for examination. The enthralled 18
attending rounded off with a cracking good breakfast. This
month on 15th July, Derek Child will explain 'The Impact
of Modern Technology for the Visually Impaired'. If you are
interested, contact johnscholes@hotmail.com

We meet 8.45 for 9.00 every third Saturday at the Angel
Inn, High Street, Wangford.
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BOGGIS
ELECTRICAL LTD

Electrical Engineers and Contractors

Domestic/Commercial/Industrial

All Electrical work, including
Rewires, Test & Inspections, PAT
Testing and Renewable Products

No Job Too Small

Telephone 01502 675233
www.boggiselectrical.co.uk

t?% ECA nlll= =

APPROVED

Representing the best in electrical = CONTRACTOR

ing a db\dg

ANGLIAN

WILL WRITING

Make a Will or Power of Attorney

Personal Service in the comfort of your own home

For further information or to arrange a free consultation call now

01502 801401

tony.atkinson@anglianwillwriting.co.uk
www.lowestoftwillwriting.co.uk

MOVING HOUSE?

We offer an efficient and friendly service by our
experienced Solicitors at competitive rates.

Call Stephen Holland on
Tel: 01502 713131  Fax: 01502 718040

E-mail: sth@chamberlins.co.uk
3, Ballygate, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 9NB

East Coast

Funerals

TAKING
THE TIME
TOLISTEN

& Professional & caring
& Advice & support
 Care of your loved one

call 01502 217060 »ro.s

Owl Building Battery GreenRd Lowestoft NR32 1DH
Visit our website www.eastcoastfunerals.com

Decorating

lan Poole

Painting,Tiling,
Wallpapering .
Hand-painted kitchens & furnlture
Reliable & Insured

01502 710257/07952022436
E:decor@ipooledecorator.co.uk
www.ipooledecorator.co.uk

Local & Home-Grown Fresh Fruit,Veg, & Salads
Free Range Eggs, Local Bread and Cakes

Pot Plants & Cut Flowers

Calor Gas, Coal, Logs & Kindling
A Large Range of all Pet Foods

Tel: Wangford (01502) 578246

www.wangfordfarmshop.co.uk
rj.miller@btopenworld.com



« Full House Clearance Service SOUTHWOLD BUILDING & DESIGN
& * Office or Business Clearance CONSULTANCYLTD
€ a e Garden Shed Clearance # .

e Garden Clearance

A1 Clearance  Furniture Removal

& Recycling eGarage Clear Outs
The complete Waste 2 M BEE
Collection & Removal * Probate Services
service for your home or

Void P cl
business, licenced by the * Void Property Clearance

Environment Agency and ¢ Bulky Item Collection Service ARCH ITECTURE, DESIGN &

East Suffolk Council. * White Goods PLANNING ADVICE

Some items cleared ¢ FREE Scrap Metal Collection EXTENSIONS | CONVERSIONS | NEW BUILDS | RENOVATIONS

free of charge. * Demolition Projects

Guaranteed, cheaper www.a1 clear.co.uk
than a skip!

Feasibility Studies
Planning Applications
Building Regulation Applications

, Working Drawings

in our list of h Check out our socials ' '
cutomers, isitour Structural Engineering Packages
customers, visit our Facebook n

page or website for further info
and to book a clearance or call For More Information Contact us:

for immediate assistance ®) 01502 578421 | 07880 667512

Contract Management Packages

07729 877137 ’ @ southwoldbulldlnganddenflgn@gmallcom

Find us on @ ") FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

% R. ASHTON & SON I_TD Conditioning

Firs Garage, Uggeshall Service
QUALITY USED CARS

MOT Station, Fully Equipped Workshop, Latest Diagnostic Equipment
All Makes Serviced

Courtesy Car Available Local Collection Service
\_ Tel. Wangford 01502 578640 www.ashtonfirsgarage.co.uk )
Lo ; 6 . : Oeng Hou - — |
Specialist legal advice Rosedale really do make an emotional Tues Sot \évTAE/)E\'/\]EEg
in Southwold . r11 -
time more bearable and your care and SR MR I = Firepuaces
Residential Propert; . = J Yoy 2%
CommercialPr:per)t/y Concern shlnes througb allyou do.” £ 01508 5ﬂ
Wills and Powers of Attorney
z:’t*;f; S — from a family we have cared for at Rosedale
T ore0m 70 @" We are a family business and Multifuel, Woodburning
} 233 :wgh7StZZt ROS edale promise to provide exceptional & Electric Stoves,
N Gampnan S ufol /' FUNERAL HOME | care and a truly personal Electric Fires &
MANTINS.CO.UK Beccles 01502 714445 | 24hr service, ommenic, Fireplace Surrounds.

Bungay 01986 892790 when you need
MANTINS Halesworth 01986 875588 | it most. ®Tfuneral

guide.

123a Old Yarmouth Road, g
Ellingham, NR35 2PG

www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk www.waveneystoves.co.uk




A 07525 488610

01502 349007
Garage Door Solutions  gds.sales@hotmail.com

We are a family-run door installation and
repairs company installing a market-leading
doors custom sized to your requirements.
We operate through Lowestoft, Yarmouth,
Norwich and surrounding areas.

Quick Local
Service
Book a day
& time that

Get An Online Quote on the same day, just follow 5
suits you

= us on Instagram at ‘garage_door_solutions’ for

Garage Door Solutions | a quotation to supply and fit your dream door.
We are offering our customers the ability to quote

from home with our online quote system. This

The besp°ke friendly = allows you to generate a guide price based on your

. duct, style, measurements, and choice of colour. Experienced
service from a local B peL

. . . . Engineers
fam'ly'run bUSIneSS We also offer a complete repair service for Garage door

your existing garage door. This is anything problems solved
from replacement cables to motors or quickly

Manual, electric and sectional reprogramming a new remote control key.

doors available

The compact insulated electric roller
doors are supplied with their control
box and 2x remotes. They can also be
installed on windows and shop fronts.

AVAILABLE COLOURS
Peace

: of Mind
i \‘ ~<y Full

RAL colour options Anthracite Chartwell Green White guaran
available

Iy es

Red

Call, message or email for a FREE no obligation quote . . . . ' .
Mobile: 07525 488610 office: 01502 349007

P

Services and repair work available

@
Supplied and fitted from £899 GARAGE_DOOR_SOLUTIONS

No Hidden

ook paneg Irsh Ock Laminate

Email: gds.sales@hotmail.com

/,([,,a 00M7
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ABRAHAM

Another recent hospital visit brought to mind the first time I
attended a similar institution in Bridge of Earn, Perthshire,
some 60-odd years ago, with a broken ankle. A dear neighbour,
who kept hens, rather than bringing me the obligatory flowers
and fruit, presented the ward nurses with fresh eggs, directing
them to ensure that [ was given a soft boiled one, with soldiers,
every morning, or else. They did as they were told. I expect the
food and health police would be frothing at the mouth
nowadays.

The trip to Orkney in May was fine, despite the 5-hour wait for
the connecting flight from Aberdeen. I like Norwich Airport; it
is small and friendly and, at the time of our flight, very unbusy.
Dear old Loganair. The on-board cuisine is immaculate. Tea,
coffee or water with a shortbread biscuit or caramel wafer. The
terminal building at Kirkwall is dinky and particularly
attractive, akin to an art gallery or museum. When we arrived
there were sniffer dogs capering about on the luggage carousel.
Drugs on Orkney!? Dear me. The children's extended and
renovated wee cottage has been done very well and, speaking as
a fussy ex-hack of a Planning Officer, that is praise indeed. The
views are fantastic. On the adjoining field louped a hare with a
supporting cast of a frisky oystercatcher, a sleepy snipe and
hovering kestrel, not to mention Frances' two moggies. The
Islands really are spectacular. 70 of them, 20 inhabited, with
the largest being named, with utter banality, Mainland. We
visited a fossil museum, having to cross the Churchill Barriers
at Scapa Flow, dropping in at the wonderful kitschy Italian
Chapel (two Nissen huts bolted together and converted by
Italian prisoners of war). We dined at the Brewery, a short walk
from the cottage. Mrs Abe went a-puffin hunting, this being the
right time of year for the birds, but alas could only spot one in
the distance using the bins. A highlight was meeting two ladies
who attended the wedding in April 1968 in St Magnus
Cathedral at which I was my oldest and grandest chum's best
man. He married an Orkney girl who also, at some time shared
a flat in Aberdeen with Mrs Abe. (It does get entangled). It was
said at one point that of the three fellows from Auchtermuchty,
the groom, trawlerman Pete and myself, [ was the only one that
was liked. I knew nothing about Orkney then and could recall
nothing about the wedding. In 2004 we started to visit and
then a sort of love affair began.

As I say, the Islands are special. The scenery with the pastures,
lochs and hills and livestock - lambs and calves were in
evidence. There are miles of perfectly constructed drystane
dykes (Ed. drystone walls) with no sign of alien mortar joints.
There is much to do and become involved with - birdlife,
neolithic history, military remains and martello towers, music,
sports, storytelling, crafts etc. Of the two towns Mrs Abe favours
Stromness with its ancient main street flagged on either side
and settled in the middle, so constructed to allow the carriage
wheels to function smoothly and the horses to trot safely. Amid
the street is a superb art gallery with, to remind us of home, a
couple of works by Margaret Mellis, amongst the likes of the
Nicholsons, Hepworth and talented local artists. I could go on
but if you have time in your life, have a look.

I have broached the subject now and again referring to it as 'one
last dance', ' a final adventure', to be closer to Frances. We
would be happy in Orkney despite the 18 hours of wintry
darkness and without a decent pub. What can Wangford offer
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that can compete with the joys of the Islands? Let's have a look.
We live in a quaint little cottage which suits us fine, in a super
village with facilities to match (a terrific shop, a vet, farm shop,
church, surgery, a dangerously close lovely pub, decent public
transport system), the most moderate climate, a grand set of
chums and other folk (very friendly neighbours), four miles
from one of the most beautiful coastal towns, and all the
culture one could wish for within easy reach. I'm pretty sure I've
missed some things out. You will have concluded that it's a
no-brainer. Ergo, you will be putting up with us for yet a few
years. Was that a groan, I hear?

I have finished rereading Ronald Blyte's
piece Akenfield and 1 had quite forgotten how riveting it is.
It was first published in 1969 which means that almost two
more generations have gone by. How well he listened to and
recorded the long gone voices of the rural population. Words

just master-

of wisdom indeed - A saddler - The Scotch farmers who came here
in the 1930s were really good payers. They worked harder, farmed
better. Their wives helped them. Too many of the Suffolk farmers' wives
were trying to be ladies. A successful pig farmer -1 find the East
Anglians cold and hidden. 1 have never experienced such coldness
before. They can be barbarous and there is an innate cruelty in them.
You find it all over the village. The Poet - Words have meaning for me
here. I am lucky. I came here to get better but I have in fact been
reborn. I have escaped into reality. A scottish farmer - There were all
these fine farms standing idle and no great rush by anybody to work
them. We got our jackets off and got stuck into it. The Gravedigger -
You might come back as a cat! I love cats. [ have a family of ten cats
in the churchyard......they're very comfortable indeed. They cost me 10s
a week to feed and they don't even belong to me. They don't belong to
anybody....... There are worse things than coming back as a cat. Where
are the men today with such recollections? In my youth I should
have listened to the old people, for they trod where I shall never
tread. They saw what I shall never see. There are yet some about
but they are a rapidly dying breed. It is sad, but it is so.

Apropos the above makes me recall the occasion when we were
visited some years ago by Mrs Abe's Uncle Ken from South
Wales who, with his wife and daughter, stayed over with us.
Conversing in the evening when drink had been taken the
subject matter turned to correspondence between Uncle Ken
and our young daughter Frances. She, learning that Ken and
Tom (Mrs Abe's dad, who died when she was four years old)
had been brought up on a farm in rural northeast Scotland,
wished to know all about their early lives. Many letters and
photographs flowed back and forth, Frances being an
inquisitive, budding historian even then. Ken was free and
generous with his time and memories, expressing appreciation
that someone so young should show such interest. His daughter
Jenny started sobbing, saying "Dad, you have grandchildren of
your own. Why have you not told them of such things" Ken
gave the most obvious answer of all - "They've never asked".

Glvotorm.
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DIRECTORY

Team Vicar The Reverend Alan Perry 453624 3rd July - Toddlers Hall 9-30- 11.30am
Team Admin  Megan Buncombe 07475 739367 4th July  Body Conditioning ~ Hall 9.30-10.30am
Parochial Church Council Secretaries Post Office Bar 10.00-12noon
Wangford Vacancy 5th July  Salsa Hall 7.30 - 8.30pm
Uggeshall Clare Bailey 578679
o5 6th Jul Wangford Art G Hall 9.30-12.30
Sotherton Karen Flaxman 01986 873123 th July anglord Artroup Ha pm
Church Wardens Post Office Bar 1.00-3.00pm
Wangford Mark Notton 578691 Book Club Cttee Room 8.00pm
Jeff Bridges 578208 8th July  Summer Fayre Hall 2.00pm
Uggeshall Colin Hill (Churchwarden Emeritus) 10th July Toddlers Hall 9.30 - 11.30am
Colonel Giles Crisp DCZEEN  (1thjuly Body Conditioning  Hall 9.30-10.30am
Clare Palmer 578679 ‘
Sotherton Gerard Walker 01986 874248 Post Office Bar 10.00-1Znoon
Stephen Flaxman 01986 873123 Parish Council Cttee Room 7.30pm
12th July Salsa Hall 7.30-8.30pm
Wangford Community Council 13th July Wangford Art Group Hall 9.30-12.30pm
g/igie—Chairman I:/Ialc;lln\lk\')(/oolnough 272391 Post Office Bar 1.00- 3.00pm
SOHEL siue Lo g RN (70 July Toddlers Hall 9.30-11.30am
Wangford Community Centre
Chairman Malcolm Woolnough 578701 18th July Body Conditioning ~ Hall 9.30-10.30am
Bookings Sue Taylor Post Office Bar 10.00-12noon
suethemusic@gmail.com 578408 19¢th July Salsa Hall 7.30-8.30pm
Caretaker Sue Taylor 578408 GHSR Bar 7.30pm
20th July Wangford Art Group Hall 9.30-12.30pm
Uggeshall Old School Hall Post Office Bar 1.00-3.00pm
Bookings Denise Baker 578190
24th July Blyth Valley Labour Cttee Room 7.30pm
Paidh Coumell Clleilks 25th July Body Conditioning  Hall 9.30-10.30am
Wangford Adrian Smith 07450 000118 Post Office Bar 10.00-12noon
Uggeshall Vacancy
Sotherton Ann Donnachie 575338 26th July - Salsa Hall 7.308.30pm
27th July Wangford Art Group Hall 9.30-12.30pm
Henham Steam Rally Post Office Bar 1.00- 3.00pm
Chair Helen Walker 07557 784927
Afternoon Tea Hall 2.30-4.30pm

578257

722326

578999

Non Urgent 101
0800 555111

Wangford Surgery

Sole Bay Health Centre
Wangford Veterinary Clinic
Police Urgent 999

Sunday 2nd July
11.15am  Wangford

4th Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion (CW)

ALLTHEVIEWS EXPRESSED INTHIS PUBLICATION
ARE INDIVIDUAL AND NOT NECESSARILY
THEVIEW OR POLICY OF THE EDITOR
OR PUBLISHERS.

Crimestoppers

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDITOR SUE TAYLOR:
79 High Street, Wangford
Telephone: 01502 578408  Email: suethemusic@gmail.com
DEADLINE: I Ith day of Month preceding publication

TO ADVERTISE CONTACT ANGLIA PRINT LIMITED:
5b Moor Business Park, Ellough Road, Beccles NR34 7TQ
Telephone: 01502 715551 Email: info@angliaprint.co.uk
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6.00 pm Uggeshall

Sunday 9th July
11.15am  Wangford
6.00 pm Uggeshall

Sunday |6th July

9.30 am Sotherton
11.15am  Wangford
6.00 pm Uggeshall

Sunday 23rd July
11.15am  Wangford
6.00 pm Uggeshall

Sunday 30th July
11.00 am  Blythburgh

Evening Prayer (BCP)

5th Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion (CW)
Evening Prayer (BCP)

6th Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion (CW)
Holy Communion (CW)
Evening Prayer (BCP)

7th Sunday after Trinity
Wedding
Holy Communion (BCP)

8th Sunday after Trinity

Team Communion

No service at Uggeshall due to Uggeshall Country Teas




