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Ruby Tuesday 
and Peggy Sue 
Rush enjoying 
all the fuss at 
the Wangford 
Animal Blessing 
Service on 11th 
February. 

 
 

We have learned that Post Office Ltd is planning to replace 
the outreach services currently provided at Wangford 
Community Centre and village halls in Snape, Yoxford and 
Walberswick with a mobile van. The service at Kelsale is 
scheduled for complete closure. 
The outreach services have been provided for the past 11 
years by Saxmundham Post Office, whose postmaster is 
scheduled to retire this month. The incoming postmaster is 
happy to continue to provide the outreach service, but we 
are told that the Post Office will not allow this. 
There has to date been no communication from the Post 
office with either the Parish or Community Councils.  
When asked for clarification, Wendy Hamilton, the Post 
Office's Network Provision Lead (Norfolk, Suffolk and 
North Essex) confirmed the plans, and admitted that the 
number of sessions was likely to be reduced (at Wangford 
we currently have 2 hours twice a week).  Questions about 
notice and a consultation period produced an equivocal 
answer. There would also be a human cost, with the 
redundancy of the current staff member.  
Wangford Post Office is well-supported. When surveyed 
over just two sessions in February it was used not only by 
customers from Wangford, but also from Uggeshall, 
Sotterley, Henham, Clay Common and Reydon.  
It's clear that the proposed replacement van will result in a 
reduction in the quality of the service provided, as there is 
only space for one customer at a time, and disabled access is 
only possible via a ramp which apparently has to be 
deployed by the operative. 
Wangford with Henham Parish Council and Wangford 
Community Council,  the PCCs of Wangford and 
Uggeshall and local organisations have resolved to oppose 
the proposed change. If you as an individual wish to protest 
please see the information leaflet with this copy of the 
Messenger - and act quickly! 

 
Following 2023's successful event, the Grand Henham 
Steam Rally has been able to donate £44,000 to six local 
charities.  
The rally is organised by volunteers from Blyth Valley 
Rotary, Wangford Community Council, the PCCss of 
Sotherton, Uggeshall and Wangford  as well as many other 
individual volunteers. To reflect their hard work on the rally 
throughout the year, these three organisations received a 
total of £33,000.  
And every year several additional local charities are 
supported. In 2023 these were the Pear Tree Fund, Sole Bay 
Care Fund and Beccles Army Cadets, who received 
donations totalling more than £11,000. 
At an event on 19th January, Rally Chair Helen Walker 
presented cheques to the beneficiaries, and took the 
opportunity to say thank you to all the amazing volunteers 
who make the rally possible. 
Diary date: The 48th Rally is on 21 and 22 September, 2024 
at Henham Park. 
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Please leave items for the 
Food Bank in the basket 
at the font in Wangford 
Church for collection on 
Friday morning.   
Most needed food items 
are UHT milk, tinned fish 
or meat, tinned fruit, to-
matoes or veg, baked 
beans, biscuits, rice pud-
ding,  and pasta. 
Anything else is always 
welcome e.g. tea, coffee, 
chocolate, custard, toilet-
ries, female sanitary items, 
baby food and nappies. 
Lowestoft Foodbank can 
be contacted on 07307 
866146 
Email:info@lowestoft.food
bank.org.uk 

 
 

Suffolk Libraries Day 
Saturday 23rd March 

Treasure Hunt
10.00am - 1.00pm  

2.00 - 5.00pm 

Cake Stall 
10.00am - 1.00pm  

2.00 - 5.00pm 

Quiz Night 
7.00pm  

Cardinal Newman Hall 
 

For full details go to 
https://

www.suffolklibraries.co.uk
/visit/locations-and-times/

southwold-library 

 

 
Mondays  9.30 - 11.30am  Community Centre 

Tuesdays from 9.30 - 10.30am  Community Centre  

 
Wednesdays from 7.30 to 8.30pm Community Centre 

 
Thursdays from 9.30am to 12.30pm Community Centre 

 
Saturday 2nd March  8.45am  The Angel Inn 

 
Tuesday 5th March  7.30pm  Old School Hall 

 
Thursday  7th March  8.00pm  Community Centre 

 
Tuesday 12th March  2.00pm  Southwold Arts Centre 

 
Tuesday 12th March 7.30pm  Community Centre 

 
Wednesday  13th March 

1010 - 1030 Community Centre 1035 - 1045 Church 

 
Thursday 14th March 10.30am  Old School Hall

Thursday 14th March  7.00pm   Old School Hall 

 
Saturday  16th March  8.45am  The Angel Inn 

 
Wednesday 21st March 10.30am - noon   

 
Thursday 28th March  2.30pm  Community Centre 

 
Saturday  30th March  8.45am  The Angel Inn

 
Saturday 23rd March 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: 
Dead Reckoning Part 1 

N.B. Doors open earlier at 5.45pm,  
with the film screening  at 6.30pm.    

Only £5 on the door including refreshments.  Easy parking. 
All  are welcome. (Cert 12A) 

 

 
Winners in the February 

Draw were 
1. Rachel Dade 

2. Josephine Adams 
3. D. Foulger 

 
 
 

Raising funds for The 
Brain Tumour Charity 
and The Sandra Chapman 
Centre at James Paget 
Hospital on Thursday 
18th April at Wangford 
Community Centre, 7.00 
for 7.15 pm start. 
Entrance fee 10.00 per 
person (maximum team 
size of 4). We are also 
bringing back 'buy an an-
swer' so bring your cash!!!! 
Two course supper of Jack-
et potatoes - choose from 
Baked Beans, Cheese or 
Tuna (please confirm your 
team's choices before the 
event) - and a dessert. 
Bring your own drinks 
and glasses.  If you would 
like to donate a raffle prize 
we will be very grateful. 
To enter or for further 
information, contact 
racheldade@hotmail.co.uk 
or call 01502 578311 
Looking forward to seeing 
you for a fun night of 
laughter  

 
 

Tuesdays  
from 10.00am - 12 noon

Thursdays  
from 1.00 - 3.00pm  
Community Centre 

 
Monday to Saturday 

8.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday 8.00am - 4.00pm 

 
Monday - Saturday 9.00am 

- 5.00pm 
Sunday CLOSED 
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A1 Clearance 
& Recycling

07729 877137

www.a1clear.com

Check out our socials

• Full House Clearance Service

• Offi ce or Business Clearance

• Garden Shed Clearance

• Garden Clearance 

• Furniture Removal

•Garage Clear Outs

• Loft Clearance

• Probate Services

• Void Property Clearance

• Bulky Item Collection Service

• White Goods

• FREE Scrap Metal Collection 

• Demolition Projects 

The complete Waste 
Collection & Removal 
service for your home or 
business, licenced by the 
Environment Agency and 
East Suffolk Council. 

Some items cleared 
free of charge. 
Guaranteed, cheaper 
than a skip!

Join our list of happy 
customers, visit our Facebook 
page or website for further info 
and to book a clearance or call 
for immediate assistance 

Louise Cartwright (M.Ost), 
Professional Osteopath 

Registered with The General Osteopathic 
Council, Insured with the Institute 

of Osteopathy and Federation 
of Holistic Therapists.

For the treatment of Neck, Back and Joint 
pain, Sports injuries and Rehabilitation

Rookery Park Golf Club, Beccles Rd, 
Carlton Colville, NR33 8HJ 

Wednesday and Friday 

Please book online at 
amyholmesosteopath.co.uk

07876255168 | louisec214@msn.com  

Garden 
Services  
& Plant 
Advice

G R E E N W A Y S

Beds and 
Borders 

Services include: Pruning. Planting. 
Weeding. Plant Identification.  
Garden Rejuvenation. Advice &  
Consultation. Border Design.  
Mowing. Based Near Halesworth.

Call Luci on 07704646414
email luci.greenways@gmail.com

Plant specialist. RHS Qualified.  
15 years experience. 

WAVENEY  STOVES  
& FIREPLACES 

Specialists in Chimneys, Fireplaces

 & Stoves since 2004

01508 518863

123a Old Yarmouth Road, 
Ellingham, NR35 2PG

Multifuel, Woodburning 
& Electric Stoves, 
 Electric Fires &

Fireplace Surrounds.

www.waveneystoves.co.uk

Opening Hours:
Tues - Sat 
9.30 - 4.30

Residential Property

Commercial Property

Wills and Powers of Attorney

Probate

Notarial Services

T 01502 724750

23a High Street, 
Southwold, Suffolk  

IP18 6AD

MANTINS.CO.UK

Specialist legal advice  
in Southwold

Residential Property

Commercial Property

Wills and Powers of Attorney

Probate

Notarial Services

T 01502 724750

23a High Street, 
Southwold, Suffolk  

IP18 6AD

MANTINS.CO.UK

Specialist legal advice  
in Southwold

Residential Property

Commercial Property

Wills and Powers of Attorney

Probate

Notarial Services

T 01502 724750

23a High Street, 
Southwold, Suffolk  

IP18 6AD

MANTINS.CO.UK

Specialist legal advice  
in Southwold

Residential Property

Commercial Property

Wills and Powers of Attorney

Probate

Notarial Services

T 01502 724750

23a High Street, 
Southwold, Suffolk  

IP18 6AD

MANTINS.CO.UK

Specialist legal advice  
in Southwold

R. ASHTON & SON LTD
Firs Garage, Uggeshall
QUALITY USED CARS

MOT Station, Fully Equipped Workshop, Latest Diagnostic Equipment
All Makes Serviced

Courtesy Car Available Local Collection Service

Tel. Wangford 01502 578640 www.ashtonfirsgarage.co.uk

Air 
Conditioning

Service
R. ASHTON & SON LTDR. ASHTON & SON LTD

Firs Garage, Uggeshall
QUALITY USED CARS

MOT Station, Fully Equipped Workshop, Latest Diagnostic Equipment
All Makes Serviced

Courtesy Car Available Local Collection Service

Tel. Wangford 01502 578640 www.ashtonfirsgarage.co.uk

Air 
Conditioning

Service























Your Local Family Run Business with over Your Local Family Run Business with over Your Local Family Run Business with over 40 40 40 40 years
 experience in Fuel Oil Distribution experience in Fuel Oil Distribution

Make a Will or Power of Attorney
Personal Service in the comfort of your own home

For further information or to arrange a free consultation call now 
01502 801401

tony.atkinson@anglianwillwriting.co.uk

www.lowestoftwillwriting.co.uk

VOLUNTARY HELP CENTRE
Serving Southwold, Reydon & district

Stella Peskett Millennium Hall, 
Mights Road, Southwold, 

Suffolk IP18 6BE

Email: hello@southwoldvhc.com
Web site: www.southwoldvhc.com

Registered Charity No.: 1164155

Telephone: (01502) 724549
Transport – Shopping - Befriending – Lunch Club

CAN WE HELP YOU?  CAN YOU HELP US?
Centre Open:

Monday - Friday 9.00a.m – 1.00 p.m
24 hour answerphone responded to daily

01502 800937  |  07707 881936  |  info@becclesauctions.com
www.becclesauctions.com 

Do you have any items you would like to enter into one 
of our auctions?  If so, please get in touch!
We are a family run business auctioneering a
wide range of items via Timed Online Auctions 
on easyliveauction.com/becclesauctions

Unit 9B, Ellough Industrial Estate, Benacre Road, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 7TD

COMPLETE PROPERTY RENOVATIONS

KITCHENS | KITCHEN SPRAYING
BATHROOMS | CARPENTRY

PROPERTYDEVELOPMENT@S-ALDRIDGE.COM
07748479678



THE HALESWORTH CARPET SHOP LTD
Now proudly stocking a range of luxury beds and mattresses too

Helping you make a choice
At Halesworth Carpets, we listen to you first. We want
to understand more about your home, your ideas and
your needs. Then we can pick from our superb selection
of carpets to match your home – and your budget.

Helping make it simple
At Halesworth Carpets, we take the time to get your
order right. Accurate measuring, clear pricing and
staying in touch to offer advice and answer your
questions. We also try to give you as much warning of
our fitting date.

Helping make it convenient
Our fitters are highly experienced and follow the
Halesworth code. So we turn up on time; we move
furniture; we fit your carpet quickly and expertly; 
we take away your old carpet; and we vacuum and
tidy up after we have finished the work.

Want curtains to complement a room? Or blinds to add colour and style. 
Talk to Halesworth Carpets about our outstanding ranges of blinds and curtains

42 Thoroughfare, Halesworth  01986 872 222  www.thehalesworthcarpetshop.co.uk

Duncan Jones,
Halesworth manager says
“I want every customer to

feel they get the best
carpet, the best service
and the best experience.

Stuart Woolston, senior fitter
says “We want to leave

every customer feeling that
there was no mess, no fuss

– just a great experience
and fantastic carpet.”

Duncan Jones,
Halesworth manager 

Stuart &
Mark
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Helping you make a choice
At Halesworth Carpets we listen to you first. We 
want to understand more about your home, your 
ideas and your needs. Then we can help you pick 
from our superb, extensive selection of carpets to 
match your home – and your budget.

Helping make it simple
At Halesworth Carpets, we take the time to get your
order right. Accurate measuring, clear pricing and
staying in touch to offer advice and answer your
questions. We also try to give you as much warning 
of our fitting date as possible.

Helping make it convenient
Our fitters are highly experienced with a strong 
code of practice. So we turn up on time; we move
furniture; we fit your flooring quickly and expertly;
we take away your old carpet; and we vacuum and
tidy up when we have finished the work.

Duncan Jones - Manager

Duncan Jones, Halesworth manager says 

“I want every customer to feel they get 
the best carpet, the best service 

and the best experience”

Chamberlins
soliCitors

MOVING HOUSE?
We offer an efficient and friendly service by our 

experienced Solicitors at competitive rates.
Call Stephen Holland on

Tel: 01502 713131    Fax: 01502 718040
E-mail: srh@chamberlins.co.uk

3, Ballygate, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 9NB

 

22 Hungate, 
Beccles NR34 9TT 

24hr Telephone: 
01502 714445

12a Upper Olland Street, 
Bungay NR35 1BG 

24hr Telephone: 
01986 892790

19 Market Place, 
Halesworth IP19 8BB 

24hr Telephone: 
01986 875588

No matter what size your budget 
Our compassion is constant

• Home Visits 

• Direct Cremation 

• Funeral Finance  

• Affordable Choices 

• Personal Touches  

• Bereavement 
Support Groups 
and Resources

www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk

Units From £12.50/week inc VAT

-  Secure indoor storage 
units, large and small

-  Redcare alarmed, 24 hour 
security and CCTV

-  Flexible long and short 
term rental

-  Friendly, helpful staff in 
pleasant country location  

Waveney Self Storage, 
Elms Road, 

Toft Monks, Beccles, NR34 0EJ

Please Call 
01502 679911 

to arrange an appointment to 
come and view our facilities

enquiries@waveneyselfstorage.co.uk
www.waveneyselfstorage.co.uk



 

‘I am convinced that neither death nor life …. nor anything else in all creation 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’.  Romans 8:38-39 

These are some of the most powerful words that St Paul ever put ‘pen to parchment’ and are a great help to me as I reflect on 
the changes and chances of this life. 
My mother passed away in August last year, and working out with my sister the best care for my 92 year old father, the selling of 
my parents’ house, and getting my Dad settled in a care home has been a major ‘crunch’ moment as psychologists call it, in my 
life. 
Losing a parent is hard at any age and I know a number of my clergy colleagues and friends are coping with similar challenges of 
caring for elderly relatives. 
Since my father has been in the care home his health has dramatically improved and being just twenty minutes drive away has 
been a real blessing.  At the age of 92 he has taken up piano lessons, which has astounded me as my father has never played the 
piano in his life.  The care he is receiving in the care home is simply wonderful. 
 
During this month we will continue our journey through Lent, and then walk together through the events of the last week of 
Jesus’ life culminating in Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and on the last day of the month, Easter Day itself. 
It is the events of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection that caused the conversion of St Paul and then his extraordinary 
commitment to preach the gospel throughout the known world for the rest of his life.  St Paul met the risen Christ on the 
Damascus road and as a result his life was changed for ever. 
 
As we walk the way of the cross this Easter and celebrate Christ’s rising from the dead I invite you to come along to any services 
across the Sole Bay Team so that you too, like St Paul can be convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. 
 
A holy Lent and Happy Easter to you all. 

Rev. Alan 

I am writing these notes still covered in dog hair after the amazing ‘Blessing of the Animals’ in church on February 11th. We
had almost 50 dogs (and a rabbit) who were all very well behaved throughout the service, so thank you to all who attended (and 
their owners). Many thanks also to Walter and the staff at the vets too for helping to publicise the event; we raised £267.13 from 
the collection in church alone, with further donations made directly to the vets. The total amount will be donated to our local 
branch of the Street Vet charity, and it will be a great help to them as they continue to care for the pets of those who sadly find 
themselves homeless at this time. 
As you read this, we will be observing Lent and the church will be building towards Holy Week and Easter.  Easter Sunday will 
be on 31st March this year and it would be nice to see as many people as possible in church to celebrate with us. There will be 
other services during Holy Week across the Team, and the noticeboard outside the church will have details of these. 
Churchyard Gardening 
We are looking for anybody with either green fingers, or who is just willing to lend a hand with some issues in the churchyard. 
In addition to general tidying up, we have a problem with ‘Trees of Heaven’ which we need to cut back and then manage going 
forward. Trees of Heaven may not the most apt name for this plant as they are proving to be quite problematic, so if anybody 
thinks that they may be able to help for a couple of hours one day, please do contact either Jeff (jeffreybridges55@gmail.com) or 
myself (markn.church@gmail.com). 
Light up Wangford 
This is one of the subjects we receive the most comments about.  We often hear how nice it looks when the church is floodlit in 
the evenings or when the star is shining from the tower during the Christmas period.  Sadly, rising energy costs mean that light-
ing up the church is proving to be more and more expensive these days and we have already had to start reducing the hours 
when the church is lit.  
As an example, the church costs £66 per day in general running costs with £7 per day needed for floodlighting alone.  
We know that finances are tight for everyone these days and our church is certainly not immune from this. If anybody would 
like to donate whatever they can afford to help with the lighting of the church, this would be very gratefully received; please 
contact Jeff Bridges, Sheila Scholes (sheila_scholes@hotmail.com) or myself if you would like to find out ways to donate. 
There is also a card reader in the church and all donations will help to keep the church floodlit and such a welcoming sight as 
you enter the village.  

Mark Notton, Churchwarden  (578691) 
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March's Coffee Morning is on Thursday 14th from 10.30am 
in the Old School Hall.  Everybody's welcome. in the Old School Hall.  Everybody's welcome.

 
The film for 14th March is The Hundred-Foot Journey, a 
2014 comedy-drama starring Helen Mirren and Om Puri. 
Doors open at 7.00 for 7.15pm.                       

 Matt Grady Matt Grady
 

Tuesday 5th March, 7.30pm at the Old School Hall. 

 

 
On a bright sunny 17th February morning a record number 
of 18 attended the monthly Breakfast Club at the Angel 
Inn.  Rev. Barrie Slatter gave an interesting history of the 
founding of Australia. Having dispatched many prisoners to 
the Americas, they eventually protested, and our authorities 
thought of the barren land in Australia. Barrie explained the 
hardships of a long voyage and establishing habitation and 
penal colonies in uncultivated lands.  
Clean plates all round. Next month (16th at 8.45) John Ben-
nett will talk about the eccentric Southwold Electric Picture 
Palace. Interested- contact johnscholes@hotmail.com.  

  
Several residents have approached the Parish Council 
about setting up a Community Speed Watch in 
Wangford.  Speeding through the village is felt to be on the 
increase, and with more traffic coming through at times due 
to flooding at Potters Bridge, frustrated drivers are being 
inconsiderate to residents and other road users. 
Before facilitating setting up a scheme the Parish Council 
needs to know that there will be enough volunteers to sus-
tain it.  There must be a minimum of six volunteers who 
must be over the age of 18.  A CSW co-ordinator will need 
to be appointed to be responsible for the equipment and 
administration. 
The Parish Council must support the scheme.  The loca-
tions chosen for monitoring must be assessed for suitability 
and volunteer safety by a trained member of Suffolk Con-
stabulary.  Volunteer training and insurance will be borne 
by the Constabulary. 
If you feel that you are willing and able to volunteer and 
want more information please contact Geoff Pepper 
via wangfordwithhenham.pc@gmail.com 

 
At our February meeting we discussed  ’A Secret Garden 
Affair’ by Erica James.   We all agreed it was a very easy book 
to read, but the majority of comments were not posi-
tive.  We did not particularly like the anachronistic frame-
work and the constant dashing back to the past by one or 
other character. Some of the garden descriptions were very 
good, but we felt the characters lacked depth.  We did dis-
cuss this as a contrast to the book we read last month – Sally 
Rooney’s ‘Beautiful World, Where are You’ - and the two 
very different styles of writing, content and plot, but ulti-
mately about human relationships. Some of the narrative 
was set around the royal wedding in 1981 but we were un-
certain as to whether it was deliberate to locate the story 
within unfolding tensions and events in the Royal family at 
that time and by implication the troubled relationships of 
the characters, or whether it was a realism technique - to set 
the narrative against a factual event and time to give it cre-
dence.   This book contained multiple events – there was 
assault, miscarriage, a child given away, a fiancé caught with 
a best friend, secrets, lies, and sisters at war. Resolution 
came at the end  with sisters making up after 40 years, birth 
mother and daughter sorting things out, great niece then 
called her great aunt ‘Grandma’ and great niece began new 
career as a gardener plus receiving the attention of the new 
local dashing doctor.  We did feel the book was something 
of an “Aga saga” with an all’s well that ends well sentiment. 
We next meet on Thursday 7th March at 8 pm in the Com-
munity Centre to discuss ‘Agent Sonya’ by Ben MacIntyre. 

Gill Smith 578620 

 
There's no service on the 3rd Sunday ( March 17th), but do 
join us for our Communion service at 9.30 am on Easter 
Sunday morning (31st). 
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D L FuLLer LtD
rooFing

tiled roofs• 
Slate roofs• 
Complete re-roofs• 
repairs• 
Period roofs renovated• 
Chimney repairs• 
re-Pointing• 
eaves Felt replaced• 
Shed roofs• 
roofing Supplies• 

Beccles 01502 714226
Mobile 07941 052641

Electrical Engineers and Contractors
Domestic/Commercial/Industrial 

All Electrical work, including 
Rewires, Test & Inspections, PAT 
Testing and Renewable Products

No Job Too Small
Telephone 01502 675233

www.boggiselectrical.co.uk

Howsham Memorials
No.1 for high quality and aff ordability

Local independent memorial specialist to Beccles & surrounding areas...

Colour
Brochure
Available

Beccles:
11 Hungate, NR34 9TT

01502 219300

Oulton Broad:
Harbour Road, NR32 3LX

 01502 587770

www.howshammemorials.co.uk

Finance 
Now

Available



Private Home Tutor
Retired Headteacher

Offers:
FREE initial consultation

Primary Maths and English support

Extension activities

Entrance exam support

SATS preparation

Tailored programmes suited 
to your childs needs

Keith Egleton M.A.ED  B.ED (Hons)

07811455511
kegleton54@gmail.com

L.G Roofing 
& Carpentry

Flat & Pitched Roofing
 1st & 2nd Fix Carpentry

Installation of Seagull Spikes and Deterrents

leegooch21@gmail.com 
robaldous77@gmail.com

01502 717067 
07758 835587 
07769 656845

GREBE COACHES LTD

01502 677437 
enquiries@grebecoaches.com

Based in Burgh St Peter

Contact us on:

Taverham Nurseries & Goat Shed 
Farm Shop 22nd April -  £20.00 per person

Day Excursions Coming Up

East Ruston Old Vicarage Gardens & 
Wroxham 1st  May - £32 per person

Stody Lodge Gardens & Holt
16th May - £36 per person inc. Cream tea

Stonham Barns Steam Rally
18th May - £25.00 per person including entry

Take That Travel
28th May - £20.00 per person for travel only

Wangford Farm Shop
Local & Home-Grown Fresh Fruit,Veg, & Salads

Free Range Eggs, Local Bread and Cakes
Pot Plants & Cut Flowers

Calor Gas, Coal, Logs & Kindling
A Large Range of all Pet Foods

Tel: Wangford (01502) 578246
www.wangfordfarmshop.co.uk
rj.miller@btopenworld.com

Reydon Garage
Services + M.O.T.  Testing

MOT’s UNDERTAKEN and REPAIRS carried out

GaraGe
ServiceS
               LTD 

ReydonReydon
01502 722822

SALES AND SERVICING
AIR CONDITIONING

BATTERIES, TYRES, TRACKING & 
EXHAUSTS AVAILABLE

COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE

UNIT 16, FOUNTAIN WAY, 
REYDON BUSINESS PARK, REYDON, 
SOUTHWOLD, SUFFOLK IP18 6SZ





  
11.15 am Wangford     Holy Communion (CW) 
6.00 pm Uggeshall           Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 

   
11.15 am Wangford  Mother's Day Service 
6.00 pm  Uggeshall           Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 

   
11.15 am Wangford     Holy Communion (CW) 
6.00pm Uggeshall  Evening Prayer (BCP) 

 
   

11.15 am Wangford      Holy Communion (CW)
6.00 pm  Uggeshall Holy Communion (BCP) 

 
  

9.30 am Sotherton Holy Communion (CW)
11.15 am Wangford     Holy Communion (CW) 
6.00pm Uggeshall  Evening Prayer (BCP) 

 

 

 
The 2023/4 series continues on Tuesday 12th March 

when Nicola Moorby  will speak on  
'As if by Magic: The Secrets of Turner's  

Watercolour Techniques' 
Lectures commence at 2.00pm in Southwold Arts Centre.   

Visitors and Members' guests are welcome. 

Isn't it wonderful how a well produced television programme 
can do an immense amount of good? After 21 years of denial, 
lies, obfuscation and worse, the Government is finally taking 
action against the Post Office for perpetrating a monumental 
scandal. Hopefully, the outcome will involve a massive apology 
and suitable financial compensation. Sadly, no words or money 
can adequately atone for the stress caused, the early deaths, the 
suicides, imprisonments, the bankruptcies and misery. We can 
only hope that this disgusting atrocity will never recur. Oh, and 
you can bet your bottom dollar that no-one responsible will be 
prosecuted or punished. 
I organised a Burns Supper on the 25th January, and a number 
of dear people congratulated me on its success. Thank you for 
that. I have decided to cease trying to get folk to sing the proper 
ending words of 'Auld Lang Syne' i.e. omit the words 'for the 
sake of'. I don't know when they crept in, but I can assure you 
that Robert did not write them. However, I shall not give up 
banging the drum about the difference between 
'menage' (domestic establishment) and 'manege' (riding school). 
I have been told that even horsey people do it wrongly. 
If I run into a person from Kent, trying to sound clever, as is 
my wont, I ask him if he is a 'Man of Kent' or a 'Kentish Man'. I 
hear you say "does it matter?" To a nerd like me, yes. I was told 
the answer one day when I posed the question to a lady at the 
Red House who proudly informed me that she knew because 
she was the Secretary of 'The Association of Men of Kent and 
Kentish Man'. Therefore, for your delight, Men of Kent come 
from North and East of the Medway and Kentish Men hail 
from South and West of the Medway. Magic, eh? 
Harry Becker, (1865 - 1928) was an artist, now pretty well 
forgotten, known for his recording of the Suffolk countryside, 
farming life and the lives of those who worked the land. Born 
in Colchester, he was living in London with his wife (Georgina) 
and daughter (Janet) when, in 1913, he gave up what would 
likely have been a lucrative artist's career, and settled in rural 
Suffolk, thus committing financial suicide. The Beckers initially 
lived at their familiar holiday destination at Old Hall Farm on 
the edge of Wenhaston, boarding there for two years living on 
money that followed them from London. In 1915, they bought 
a house in the village so committing themselves to a truly rural 
life among the farm labourers and fields. There was little local 
income from picture sales and Georgina found work in 1916 at 
St Felix School taking drawing classes. In 1921, the Beckers 
moved to the Old Vicarage in Wenhaston, renting it, no doubt 
reflecting their diminished financial status. Georgina was let go 
from St Felix in 1923 and three years later they took up 
residence in a farm cottage some three miles away named 
Hinton Lodge. Round about this time the Loftus family took 
an interest in the Beckers, firstly through London born Eileen 
Reynolds and her husband Lowestoft MP Pierse Creagh Loftus, 
later by Adnams Brewery Managing Director Nicholas Loftus 
and his wife Prue, both parties mounting exhibitions locally. In 
1928 bronchitis and pneumonia killed Harry in Ipswich 
Hospital on 11th September just short of his 63rd birthday. 
Now, this is the confusing and mysterious part for which I ask 
you old Wangfordians for help. At Harry's end, laid to rest in 
Blythburgh churchyard, sources say that Georgina and Janet 
moved to the Old Vicarage, Wangford. We know the old 
Vicarage today as 1, 2 and 3 the Old Vicarage. Before it was 
divided, it was surely known as The Vicarage and in 1928 it 
would have had an incumbent. If there was a previous vicarage 
where was (or is) it? Anyone who can shed light, please contact 
the sainted editor. Georgina last moved to Little Priory (that 
bit's easy) and died in 1957. The vast collection of Harry's 

drawings and paintings was shared between artist Kenneth 
Green and the Loftus family. 
Ditches, rivers and brooks overflowing, roads and tracks 
flooded and impassable in places. For sure, we're heading for a 
summer hosepipe ban. 
Our fathers, grandfathers and great grandfathers fought two 
world wars to rid ourselves of nutters like Putin. Almost 80 
years on, spot the difference. 

Abraham 

 
This is the next Caedmon Evening to be held at Wrentham 
Chapel on Wednesday March 20th at 7.00pm.  Join us for 
another seasonal celebration in music, word and song. As 
usual, we invite anyone attending who would like to perform 
to bring their contribution along on the night, where it will 
be woven into a varied programme of entertainment in 'bring 
and share' style. During the interval there will be a light buffet 
with wine and fruit juice to enjoy with a good chat. 
There is no charge for this event, but any contributions to the 
upkeep of our historic Grade II* listed chapel will be much 
appreciated. Further details: Sue Hardy on 07771 882738 

 

11
P A R I S H  M A G A Z I N E



 
Team Rector  Revd Russ Gant     
                                   russ.gant@solebayteamministry.co.uk 
Team Vicar Revd Alan Perry 453624 
Team Admin Megan Buncombe 07475 739367 
Parochial Church Council Secretaries 
Wangford Vacancy  
Uggeshall Clare Bailey 578679 
Sotherton Karen Flaxman 01986 873123 
Church Wardens 
Wangford Mark Notton  578691 
 Jeff Bridges  578208 
Uggeshall Colin Hill (Churchwarden Emeritus) 
 Colonel Giles Crisp 578251 
 Clare Palmer 578679 
Sotherton Gerard Walker 01986 874248 
 Stephen Flaxman 01986 873123 
 
Wangford Community Council 
Vice-Chairman Malcolm Woolnough 578701 
Secretary Sue Hosking 578287 
Wangford Community Centre  
Chairman Malcolm Woolnough 578701 
Bookings Sue Taylor  
 suethemusic@gmail.com 578408 
Caretaker Sue Taylor 578408 
 
Uggeshall Old School Hall 
Bookings Denise Baker 578190 
 
Parish Council Clerks 
Wangford Adrian Smith 07450 000118 
Uggeshall  Vacancy  
Sotherton Ann Donnachie 575338 
 
Henham Steam Rally 
Chair Helen Walker 07557 784927 
  
Wangford Surgery 578257 
Sole Bay Health Centre 722326 
Wangford Veterinary Clinic 578999 
Police  Urgent 999 Non Urgent 101 
Crimestoppers  0800 555111 

 

4th March Toddlers Hall 9.30-11.30am 
 Private Hire Hall 7.00-8.00pm 
5th March Body Conditioning Hall 9.30-10.30am 
 Post Office  Bar 10.00-12noon 
 Reydon Bowls Hall 11.00-1.00pm 
6th March Salsa Hall 7.30-8.30pm 
7th March Wangford Art Group Hall 9.30-12.30pm 
 Post Office  Bar 1.00-3.00pm 
 Book Club Cttee Room 8.00pm 

11th March Toddlers Hall 9.30- 11.30am 
 Private Hire Hall 7.00-8.00pm 
12th March Body Conditioning Hall 9.30-10.30am 
 Post Office Bar 10.00-12noon 
 Reydon Bowls Hall 11.00-1.00pm 
 Parish Council Cttee Room 7.30pm 
13th March Salsa Hall 7.30-8.30pm 
14th March Wangford Art Group Hall 9.30-12.30pm 
 Post Office Bar 1.00- 3.00pm 
18th March Toddlers Hall 9.30-11.30am 
 Private Hire Hall 7.00-8.00pm 
19th March Body Conditioning Hall 9.30 - 10.30am 
 Post Office Bar 10.00-12noon 
 Reydon Bowls Hall 11.00-1.00pm 
20th March Salsa  Hall 7.30-8.30pm 
 GHSR Bar 7.30-9.30pm 
21st March Wangford Art Group Hall 9.30-12.30pm 
 Post Office Bar 1.00-3.00pm 
25th March Toddlers Hall 9.30-11.30am 
 Private Hire Hall 7.00-8.00pm 
26th March Body Conditioning Hall 9.30-10.30am 
 Post Office Bar 10.00-12noon 
 Reydon Bowls Hall 11.00-1.00pm 
27th March Salsa Hall 7.30-8.30pm 
28th March Wangford Art Group Hall 9.30-12.30pm 
 Post Office Bar 1.00-3.00pm 
 Afternoon Tea Hall 2.30-4.30pm 
29th March Private Hire  All day 

 
On February 3rd, Laura Knight joined us to speak about the 
charity C.A.P - Christians Against Poverty.  Most of us were 
unaware of this national organisation that has helped thou-
sands of people out of debt since 1996.  Anyone in need of 
free debt advice and personal support can book an appoint-
ment on 0800 328 0006 or contact them on 
line capdebthelp.org. 
The Angel served us a delicious breakfast, very much en-
joyed by us all. 
There will be two breakfasts during March, the 2nd and 
30th.  Elona Rogers will join us on the 2nd sharing her 
knowledge and advice on how to get a good night's sleep.  
Chris Ure will be speaking to us on 30th about The South-
wold Arts Centre.  
We meet at The Angel Inn Wangford 8.45-9am. 
For more information contact Jan . Perrypoppy@aol.com 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDITOR SUE TAYLOR:
79 High Street, Wangford

Telephone: 01502 578408   Email: suethemusic@gmail.com
DEADLINE: 11th day of Month preceding publication

TO ADVERTISE CONTACT ANGLIA PRINT LIMITED:
5b Moor Business Park, Ellough Road, Beccles NR34 7TQ
Telephone: 01502 715551   Email: info@angliaprint.co.uk

ALL THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION 
ARE INDIVIDUAL AND NOT NECESSARILY 
THE VIEW OR POLICY OF THE EDITOR 
OR PUBLISHERS.
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